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marily, As a Teſtimony for the Lord, his 1 
Wiſdom, Creation, Products of his Power, Uſeful : 
and Neceſſary Knowledge, capacitating People 
for the Concerns of this Life, 


condarily, As a Teſtimony againſt the Old 
efpent, his Wiſdom, which is Fooliſhneſs with 
God, his Arts, Inventions, Comedies, or Inter- 
ludes, Tragedies, Laſcivious Poems, Frivolous 
3 Spoiling Philoſophy, taught in Chriſtian 
Schools. e ä 


erein, as in a Glaſs, Teachers in Schools and 
Colledges may ſee their Concern, neither Chri- 
ſtian nor Warrantable. e . 
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i novit #1#ia, non qui multa, ſapiens babendus, 
Orat. D. Rainoldi. A * | Jai £ ; | — 
Id verum, quod prius, prius, quod ab initio, ab initio, © 
quod ab Apoſtolis. Tertul. | 

lam nunquam & Beatitudini Paradiſo pulſus fuiſſet, 
niſt, Serpente Magiſtro, didiciſſet ſcire bonum & ma 
lum. Cornel. Agrip. de Van. Scient. | 
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0f Heavenly Wiſdom, and ber Children, being. 
True and Divine Philoſophers. Sat 


Here is a Wiſdom, whoſe Merchandize 
1 tranfcends the Merchandize of Silver, 
whoſe Gain ſurmounts the Gain of the 
pureſt Gold, more precious than Rubies, 
than the Onyx, Saphire, Chryſtal, Coral, or 
Topaz of Etbiopia; her Ways are Ways of 
pleaſantneſs, all her Paths are Peace; the is 
2 Tree of Life ; by her Kings reign, and 
Princes decree Juſtice; her Fruit is better 
than Gold, her Revenue than choice Silver; 
ſhe was from Everlaſting, or ever the Earth 
was, before the Depths, before' the Foun- 
ains abounding with Waters, before the 
Mountains were ſettled, before the Hills 
towered up, before the Curtain of the 
Heavens was prepared, before the Clouds 
Sh above 
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above were eſtabliſhed, before the Sea had | 
its decree, before the Foundation of the 
Earth was appointed, before the Rain, or 
; pearly drops of Dew, before the Ice, and 
hoaty Froſt of Heaven, before the Pleiades 
and the Bands of Orion, before Max zaroth, 
Aßcturas, and his Sons, before the Bottles 
of Heaven were poured out: In this Wif. 
dom Adam was created, in Purity, Inno. 
cency, and Righteouſneſs, a Noble Extract; 
in this he had Dominion over the Fiſh of 
the Sea, over the Fowl of the Air, over 
the Cattle, over all the Earth, and over 
every Creeping Thing; through the Vertue 
and Influence of this, he knew his Creator, 
and had an underſtanding of the Natures 
and Properties of the Creation, and gave 
Names to all Cattel, and to the Fowl of 
the Air, and to every Beaſt of the Field, 
and that fignificant Names. 
Through this, Adam was all fair, through 
a-Garment conferr'd upon him, qut of the 
Wardrobe of Eternity; while in the Love 
and Power of this, 'he was a true Divine 
Philoſopher z that is, a Lover of Wiſdom, 
not tainted by the Intermixture of the Ser- 
pent, nor his enſnaring Inventions. * The 
Living God (ſaith the Paraphraſt on the 
Samaritan Pentateuch) * formed Adam, and 
filled him with the Spirit of Wiſdom and 
* Knowledge ; that from him, as from a 
Fountain, all uſeful Arts and Sciences 
| EY „ 


| [51] 
© might flow unto his Poſterity : For, bes 
fdes the ſecret Vertues of Living Creatures, 
of Plants, of Stones, of Metals, of Minerals, . 
he perfectly knew the Influences of Super- 
nal Bodies, ſaith Theopb. Gale. And if Adam 
and his Poſterity had perſevered in that 
ſtate of Heavenly Wiſdom, Innocency and 
Sincerity, in which he was created, here 
had been no Defilements of Aſtrologers, 
Charmers, Conſulters with Familiar Spirits, 
Diviners, Inchanters, Magicians, Necro- 
mancers, Obſervers of Times, Prognoſti- 
cators, Soothſayers, Sorcerers, Witches, Wi- 
zards; who all derive their Power, and 
fooliſh Infernal Knowledge, from thoſe Ly- 
ing Lips, which ſeduced Adam and Eve. 
from the Royal Court of the Lord's Bleſſed. 
Prefence, into the dead Sea of Delufions, 
and wicked Eſtrangements from Gd. 
ea, I fay, If Adam and his Poſterity hac 
kept their ſtanding in Heavenly Wiſdom's 
Dominion, we had had no Laſcivious Po- 
ems, no Wanton Comedies, no Vain Tra- 
gedies, no Fooliſh Fables, no Bewitching 
Orations, no Spoiling Philoſophy, no pa- 
gan Ethicks, Phyſicks, or Metaphyſicks, 
which are the infatuating Dregs of the 
Helliſh Dead Sea, the Smoke of the Bot- 
tomleſs Pit, as hereafter may more fully 
de touched. n 
About the Tenth Generation after the 

Flood, Abrabam, the Father of the Faithful, 

* SE it grew 
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grew up among the Caldeans, in the ſaving 
Knowledge of the Lord; he loved Heaven. 
ly Wiſdom, and the Products thereof, the 
Creation; ſo was a true Philoſopher : Thro' 
Faith he obtained a good Report; and among 
other things, this Record remains concern- 
ing him, Shall I bide from Abraham, faith the 
Lord, the thing which I do, &c. For 1 Eno 
bim, that he will command his Children, and 
bis Houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep the 
way of the Lord, to do Fuſtice and Fudgment, 
Gen. 18. 17,18, 19. This was the Sum of 
Abrabam's Doctrine to his Family; this he, 
and the faithful Patriarchs, taught; juſtify. 
ing Heavenly Wiſdom, and the bleſſed Ordei 
of it: Heatheniſm they kept out, through 
the Shield of Faith; and who are of Abra. 
bam, they do the Works of Abraham, and 
| ſhun Heatbeniſen. 
Moſes grew up in the Knowledge of the 
Living God, and of the Creation; he loved 
the Wiſdom that was from above, fo was 3 
true Divine Philoſopher. Clemens Aleran. 
drinus wrote of him, that he was a Divine 
and a Prophet. 2 | 
Now if any alledge, That Moſes was learn. 
ed in all the Wiſdom of the Egyptians, (that is 
in prophane Arts and Sciences) and ws 
. mighty in Words and in Deeds, Acts 7.22. 
I anſwer, True it is, Moſes was ſo learned] 
| which Egyptian Learning (faith Parzus) wi 
Pagan Mathematicks, Ethicks, Pune 
e i ___ Mets 
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| Metaphyſicks; a chief part whereof was - 
| Hieroglyphicks : But when he was to be 
| concern'd for the Living God, to go his 
| Meſſage, ſee how his prophane Arts and 
| Sciences, the Egyptian Hieroglyphicks, fur- 
| thered him, he was mute, Exod. 4. 10, 11, 
12. He faid to the Lord, O my Lord, I am 
not Eloquent : The Lord ſaid unto him, Now 
| therefore go, and I will be with thy Mouth, and 
| teach thee what thou ſhalt ſay, Here he is 
| drawn from the dirty Puddle of prophane 
| Arts and Sciences, Egyptian Wiſdom, Pagan 
Metaphyſicks, Rieroglyphicks : In a word, 


| from thoſe Lying Lips, which deceived 


Adam and Eve, and all the Inventions there- 
of, even to the Mouth of God, the Well. 
| ſpring of pure Wiſdom, ſavoury Know- 
| ledge, and ſound Underſtanding. Thus 
| Moſes, being brought to that Mouth which 
| taught Adam and Eve in the State of In. 
nocency, he ſtreamed out Heavenly Elo- 
| quence, ſay ing, My Doctrine ſhall drop as the 
| Rain, my Speech ſhall diſtil as the Dew, as the 
| ſmall Rain upon the tender Herb, and as the 
| Showers upon the Graſs, Deut. 32. 2. Na 
| prophane Arts nor Sciences, no Egyptian 
| Mathematicks, no Hieroglyphicks, no Pa- 
gan Ethicks, Phyſicks, or Metaphyſicks, +» 
| dropped out of his Mouth 
Though Moſes was Excellent in the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of the Egyptians, yet he hath left us 
| nothing thereof in Writing, nor encouraged - 
5 ; any 
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any to learn the ſame: Ambroſe gives the 
Reaſon of this, becauſe he had received 
God's Spirit, and Heavenly Wiſdom there. 
by; ſo, as God's Servant was faithful in 
all his Houſe, he preferr'd Heavenly Truth 
before vain Earthly Philoſophy, and con- 
cern'd himſelf only in things, whoſe ten- 
dency were to the furtherance of Faith, 
Trapp on the Aﬀs. 

Further, Moſes faid unto Iſrael, Exod. 23 
13. In all things that I have ſaid unto you, be 
circumſpect, and make no mention of the names 
of other gods, neither let it be heard out of thy 
mouth. He preached not up Egyptian Lears- 
ing, nor the Egyptian Gods, nor any Gods 
| the Heathen ; but to raze the Memorial of 
them from off the face of the Earth, ſaying, 
Make no mention of the names of other god. 
But Schools and Colledges ſhew forth ano- 
ther Spirit, ringing with the names of Mar, 
Bacchus, Apollo, and multitudes more, which 
1 forbear to mention. 
Furthermore, Moſes, ſpeaking of the Sta- 
tutes, Judgments, and Commandments of 
the Lord, received from Heaven, for the 
Edification of 1/rael, ſaid, Ye ſhall teach them 
#0 your Children ; when thou ſatteſs in tbine 
-* houſe, when thou walkeſ# by the way, when thoy 
lieſt down, when thou riſeſt up, Deut. 11. 19. 
Here was Heavenly Wiſdom, Statutes, Judg- 
ments and Commandments, received from 
the Mouth of Eternity, to be taught to 
| EET Children; 
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Children; not Egyptian Mathematicks, Hie- 
roglyphicks, Ethicks, Phyſicks, Metaphy- 
ſicks, not Lafcivious Poems, Comedies, 
Tragedies, Fables, Spoiling Philoſophyy 
wherewith Schools and Colledges, though 
profeſſing Chriſtianity and Reformation, 
now abound. 

Further, Moſes ſaid to Iſrael, When thou 
art come into the Land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee, thou ſhalt not learn to do after the 
Abominations of thoſe Nations, Deut. 18. 9. 
Now it is ſealed in my inward parts, that 
Heathen Poems, Pagan Philoſophy, Fooliſn 
Comedies, Tragedies, Fables, Oc. taught in 
the Schools of Chrifendom, are Abomination 
in the ſight of the Lord, though of high: 
eſteem among Men, and driven as it were. 
Vi & Arms, by Force of Arms, into tender. 
Tears. 

Joſhua grew up in the pure Knowledge: 
of the Lord, received Heavenly Wiſdom, . © 
walked in it, prized it above the Gold of 
Opbir, ſo was a true Philoſopher; God pro- 
miſed to be with him, as he was wich 
Moſes, Foſh. 1. 5. he taught I/rael not to be. 
defiled with the Abomination of the Hea- 
then, nor to make mention of the Names. 
of their Gods, Joſh.23. So the Serpent and 
his Inventions he fenced out. Schools and 
Colledges, now profeſſing Chriſtianity, 
Scriptures, and the Goſpel, teaching the. 
abominable Inventions o the Heathen, are 
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not come to Moſes, who forbad theſe thing; 
Death reigns there. 5 
am eaſie to perſwade (faith Theephily, 
Gale) that the Old Egyptians learned many 
* things of Foſeph, concerning the Soul, and 
the Originality, Immateriality, Immorta. 


* lity, and State of it after Death: And not 


only from him, but from the Patriarchs, 
and from the Writings of Moſes, they re- 
ceived many things, which they ſtained 
with the Excrements of their own Inven. 
tions, as tis recorded. As for Saving 
Knowledge, Pure Underſtanding, Sound 
Judgment, theſe are derived from the Lord, 
the Well-fpring of Life. After that 7oſepb 
had given Pharach advice, concerning ihe 
_ enſuing Famine, and other things, Pharach 
_ prized him above all the Wife Men of 
Egypt, Sorcerers, Magictans, Inchanters, 
ſaying, Can we find ſuch a one as this u. 4 
Man in hm the Spirit of God is? Further, 
he ſaid unto Joſepb, In as much as God halb 
thewed thee all this, there is none ſo diſcreet 
and wiſe as thou art, Gen. 41. 38, 39. Thus 
the Wiſdom and Diſcretion received from 
the Mouth of God, was preferr'd before 
Wiſdom received otherwiſe. 

Bezaleel was filled with the Spirit of God, 
in Wiſdom, in Underſtanding. and in Know- 
ledge, and in all manner of Workmanſhip, 
to work in Gold, and in Silver, and in Braſs, 
in cutting of Stones, in carving of Timber, 

N for 
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for the building of the Tabernacle, Exod... 
Thus he was qualified from Heaven, with- 
out Ethnick Education, ſo was a true Phi- 
loſopher ; implying, that ſuch as under the 
Evangelical Diſpenſation, are appointed for 
the Building up of the Living Tabernacle, 
Sons or Daughters, their Qualification for 
that Work is from Heaven, and not from 
below. 

Solomon, the Lord gave unto him a wiſe 
and underſtanding Heart, whereby he knew 
the Lord, and had great underſtanding in ' 
the Lord's Creation, without Ethnick Edu- 
cation, he was a true Philoſopher, 1 Kings 
3.12, He builded the Temple, and over- 
laid it within with pure Gold, 1 Kings 6. 
What implies this ? But that ſuch as under 
the Goſpel-Miniſtration, are prepared for 
the building up of the Spiritual Temple, 
be they Sons or Daughters, their Prepa- 
ration is of the Lord ; and that he had a - 
clear Underſtanding of the Lord's Crea- 
tion, is demonſtrable from Scripture Re- 
| cords ; for he ſpake of Trees, from the 
| Cedar-Tree that is in Lebanon, even unto 

the Hy/op that ſpringeth out of the Wall; 
| he ſpake alſo of Beaſts, and of Fowles, and 
of Creeping Things, and of Fiſhes, 1 Kings 1. 


His Wiſdom excelled all the Wiſdom of 


the Eaft-Country, and all the Wiſdom of 
Egypt; ſo that the Queen of the South, 
whom the Erhbiopian Chronicles call Mae- 
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Beds, came from the uttermoſt parts of the 
Earth, to hear the Wiſdom of Solomon; who 
was fo taken with the Heavenly Wiſdom 
that dropped out of his Mouth, that ſhe 
could have been content to have changed 
her Throne for his Foot-ſtool ; he fed her 
not with Ethnick Serpentine Wiſdom, but 
with what was Spiritual and Divine. Trapp 
on Mat. 12. N | 

Feboſhapbat taught no Pagan Philoſophy, 
no Heatheniſm, but the perfect Law and 
pure Statutes of the Lord ; the Lord was 
with him, 2 Cbron. 17. 

Ezra cauſed no Pagan Philoſophy, no 
Heatheniſm, no fallen Wiſdom, to be raught 


in 1/rael, to Old to Young ; but going from 


Babylon to Feruſalem, the good Hand of 
God being upon him, he fought the Law 
of the Lord, and taught the Statutes and 
Judgments of the Lord in Iſrael, Ezra 7. 
Now who neglects the Wiſdom from A- 


bove, and propagate Earthly Serpentine 
Wiſdom, which is from Below, ſuch are 


in Babylon, not come to the Feruſalem, 
which is Above. i 
Job, of the Land of Uz, perfect and up- 
right, fearing God, and eſchewing Evil, he 
knew that his Redeemer lived, in the Wil- 


dom of his Redeemer ; he knew the Lord, 


and faw much into the Creation of the 
Lord, fo was a true and divine Philoſopher. 


That he was Wile in the Creation, it ap- 
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[ 13 ] 
pears, he ſpake of Thunder, of Vapours, 
of Clouds, of Rain, of Snow, of Hail, of 
the Sea, of Fountains, of Metals, as Gold, 
Silver, Iron, Braſs, of Stones, of precious 


Stones, of ſubterraneous Fire, of Stars, of 


living Creatures, of Earthquakes, of Ar- 
Gurus, Orion, and the Pleiades, of the Sun, of 
the Heavens, &c. | 

Aſaph in the wiſdom of God, deſired 
that the pure Statutes and Judgments of 


the Lord, might be taught to Children, not 


the ways of the Heathen, P/al. 58. 5, 6, 7. 
he made Covenant with Jacob, and gave 
Iſrael a Law, which he commanded our 
forefathers to teach their Children, that 


their poſterity might know it, and the 


Children which were yet unborn. 

Iſaiah ſeaſoned with the inſpiration of 
the Almighty, prized the wiſdom from 
above ; ſpeaking of the Plow-man, he ſaid, 
God doth inſtruct bim to diſcretion, and doth 
teach him, Iſa. 28. So the Plow-man that is 
center'd in the fear of the Lord, is taughe 


of the Lord diſcretion in his calling, with- 
out Heathen education. Yea, and prophe- 


ſying of the glory of the Evangelical diſ- 
penfation, he teſtified thus, They ſhall wet 
burt nor deſbroy in all my boly mountain, for 


the earth. ſhall be full of the knowledge of the 


Lord, as the waters cover the ſea, Iſa. 1 f. 9. 
Mark, here the knowledge of the Lord is 
preach'd up, that knowledge which he 


teaches, 
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teaches, which he accepts of: thus ſhuts 
out the knowledge and wiſdom of this 


World, brought in by the old Serpent, the 


god of this world. 

The living God gave knowledge and 
skill in all learning and wiſdom, unto Da- 
niel, Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego; and 
Daniel had underſtanding in all Viſions and 
Dreams; and this was by the teaching of 
the Lord , without recourſe to Ethnick 
ſtudy and education, Dan. i. the King found 
them ten times wiſer than all his Magicians 
and Aſtrologer s. „ 

hat is the Chaff to the Wheat, ſaith th: 
Lord? Jer. 23. 28. All Products of the Ser- 


pent, all Laſcivious Poems, Wanton Co- 


medies, Vain Tragedies, Frivolous Fables, 


Spoiling Philoſophy, the Wiſdom of the 


World, which is Fooliſhneſs with God; 
theſe are but as Chaff, to be ſcattered by 
Chriſt's Fan. 

The eus, under the Moſaical Diſpenſation, 
had Schools in every City and Province, 
built upon Hills, as Writers tell us; there is 
mention of the Hill Moreb, that is, the Hill 


of the Teacher, Judg. 7. 1. In theſe, while 


they Kept the Charge of the Lord, there 
was nothing taught but the Knowledge of 
the Lord, and of his Creation: In theſe 
( faith Theophilus Gale) they taught the 


\ Prieſts and Levites their Offices, being 


choſen of God thereunto. 
In 
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In every Age and Generation, ſuch as 
were truly made alive unto God, they held 
out the Wiſdom of God, as the only Soul- 
wiſning Treaſure; and bare Teſtimony 
2gainſt the Wiſdom of the Fleſh, pernicious 
25 the Poyſon of Aſps. | 

The Fear of the Lord ( ſaith Solomon) & the 
beginning of Wiſdom ; and the Knowledge of 
the Holy, is Underſtanding, Prov. 9. 10. And 
| who come not to the beginning of Wiſ— 
dom, the Fear of the. Lord, ſuch are 
ſtrangers to Heavenly Wiſdom, and to the 
precious Effects thereof. Now, as for La- 
ſcivious Poems, Fooliſh Comedies, Vain 
Tragedies, Frivolous Fables, Bewitching 
| Orations, Spoiling Philoſophy, taught in 
| Chriſtian Schools; theſe proceeded from 
Men not center'd in the Fear of the Lord, 
the fame is Fooliſhneſs with God. The 
| Law of thy Mouth (ſaid the Man of God) 
1 dearer unto me than Thouſands of Gold and 
Silver: Here Wiſdom, Knowledge, Un- 
derſtanding, and Sound Judgment, is pre- 
ferr'd before Earthly Treaſures; Mark this, 
it was the Law of .the Mouth of the Lord, 
that he thus prized; not Earthly, Senſual, 
and Deviliſh Wiſdom, the Muddy and Poy- 
ſonous Streams of the Serpent. 

We read of certain Libertines, Cyreni ans, 
Alexandrians, Cilicians and Aſians, puff d up 
| with the Breath of the Serpent's Bellows ; 
theſe, in the Wiſdom of the Fleſh, * 
| , wil 
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with Stephen, who was in the Wiſdom of the 
Spirit, and they were not able to reſiſt the Viſ. 
dom and the Spirit by which he ſpale, Acts 6, 
9, 10. Paul held out nothing but Chriſt. 
And the ſame Serpentine Wiſdom, in In. 
ſtruments of all ſorts, oppoſes and gainſays 
the Inbreakings of Heavenly Wiſdom, in 
this our Age; and many Witneſſes, raiſed 
out of the Duſt, notwithſtanding on their 
Feet in the Dominion of Truth, know, 
that the Lord is now at work, and that 
the Myſtery of Iniquity muſt be caſt out ; 
not by outward Sword, Battle, Ax, or any 
Inſtruments of War, but by the Breath of 
the Lord's Mouth, and by the Brightneſs 
of his Coming. : 

Paul, tho' he was Profound in Natural 
Parts, Abilities, and Acquired Accompliſh- 
ments; yet when Chriſt was revealed in 
him, the Teacher of Heavenly Wiſdom, at 
Rome, as at other places, he Preached the 
Kingdom of God, and the things which 
concerned the Lord Jeſus, and plentious 
Redemption in him ; not one word of Pa- 
gan Philoſophy, Ad, 28. 30, 31. 

Further, Paul, who had the Mind of 
Chriſt, he, at Corinth, a City abounding 
with Philoſophers and Orators, preached 
up the Wiſdom of God, and bare Record 
againſt the Wiſdom of the Fleſh, Heathen 
Philoſophy ; ſaying, We ſpeak Wiſdom among 
them that are perfect; yet not the W 

ths 
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ths World, nor of the Princes of this World, 
which comes to nought. Further ſaith he, 
| Which things alſo we ſpeak, not in the Words 
which Man's Wiſdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghoſt teacheth, 1 Cor. 1. & 2.6, 13. 

Further, Paul, ſpeaking of Chriſt, faid, 
In him are bid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge, Col. 2.3. Our of Chriſt then, 
there is no true Wiſdom, or ſolid Comfort 
to be found: The Depth faith, Ir s not 
in me; the World's Wizards cannot help 
any to it, Fer. 8.9. Lo, rhey have rejected 
the Word of the Lord, and what Wiſdom « in 
them ? True it is, who rejected the In- 
dwelling Word of Faith, of Patierce, of 
Reconciliation, of Heavenly Wiſdom, there 
is no Wiſdom in them, but unprofitable 
Droſs of Fooliſhnelſs. a 

Now, ſeeing all the Treaſures of Wiſdom 
and Knowledge are in Chriſt, no part of 
this Treaſure is left out, to inrich Heathen 
Philoſophy, which the Goſpel cafts out, as 
a ſandy, dry, barren, deſolate and unpro- 
ficable thing: Seeing theſe- Treaſures, all 
theſe Treaſures, are in Chriſt, the fame 
then are to be ſought of, and in Chriſt ; 
not as Ariſtotle, Plato, or any other of the 
World's Philoſophers, being but broken 
Ciſterns, not holding the Water of Life. 
Solomon {poke feelingly, The Lord gives Wiſ- 
dom, out of bis Mouth comes Knowledge and 
Underſtanding, Prov. 2. 6. — TT 

1 While 


(1, 
While Adam ſtood to the Lord's Teach. 
ing, he received the Treaſures of Heavenly WM * 
Wiſdom, Sound Knowledge and Under. th 
Randing, Peace, Joy and Conſolation, as a 
Stream; but turning aſide to the Serpent's A 
Teaching, to his Mouth, he left his Domi. th 
nion in the Lord. his Bleſſed State; and 1 
out of the Serpent's Mouth proceeded al C 
Wickedneſs, all Fleſhly Wiſdom, all Fxivo. Wl ” 
lous Arts and Sciences now taught in x 
Chriſtian Schools (ſo called.) So, who run WC 
to Pagan Philoſophers, as Ariſtotle, Plato, or 
any Laſcivious Poet, Comedian, Tragedian, 
they revolt from Chriſt, the Treaſury of 
Heavenly Wiſdom, who gives Eternal Life, 
and an Everlaſting Inheritance, and run a 
Whoring after fallen Wiſdom, fo was guil- 
ty of Iſrael's Sin, Jer. 2.1 3. Paul was firlt 
brought up at the Feet of Gamaliel, born 
in Tarſus, that had read Aratus, Meander, 
and Epimanides, Authors, is clear by what 
he Cited ; but while he ſtood in the Eth- 
nick Mind, he was a grand Perfecutor, 
Idolized his Ethnick Education; but Chriſt 
being revealed in him, the Store-Houſe of 
Heavenly Wiſdom, Knowledge and Un- 
derſtanding, then he accounted Ethnick 
Learning as Dung and Droſs, Phil. 3. 7, 9. 
All his idolized, magnified, and highly 
_ prized Arts, Parts and Attainments of fallen 
Wiſdom, he accounted but as Dung, Wil 
dom from above being revealcd. I 
0 
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Lord called Paul, Wiſe in Naturals, and 
many that were Ignorant thereof, to Preach 
the Everlaſting Goſpel. 

Further, Paul, in the Wiſdom from above, 
at the Univerſity of Athens, he reproved 
their Idolatry, Superſtition and Heatheniſm : 
He taught nothing but the Living God, and 
Chriſt. Feſus, Acts 17. In the Comprehend- 
ing Life, he ſaw theſe Philoſophers, Epicu- 
reans, Stoicks, and withſtood them ; bur 


they, in the gloomy Region of Heatheni/m, 


ſaw not him, nor the Heavenly Wiſdom 
that he Preached, fo called him a Babbler ; 
yet he fought not in vain, but conquered 
ſeveral, ſo prevailed, that many renounced 
their Pagan Philoſophy, and Curious Artiſts 
burned their Books of Earthly Satanical 
Wiſdom. Thus Paul, in the Armour of 
Righteouſneſs, diſarmed theſe Pagan Phi- 
loſophers, the Devil's Champions, and 
brought them to be Sion's Converts, to 
receive her Armour, Ads 19. 

James, one of the Lord's Worthies, wri- 
ting to the Twelve Tribes ſcattered, ſaid, 
F any of you lack Wiſdom, let bim as of God, 
that giveth to all Men liberally, James 1. 5. 
He commends the Ignorant to the Lord, 


not to Arifotle, Plato, nor to any other 


Pagan Philoſopher. 


Further, James, the Apoſtle of the Lamb, 


deſcribing the Nature and Quality of Hea- 


venly Wildom, ſaid, The Wiſdom that is from 


above, _. 
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above, wu firſt pure, then peaceable, gent}, 
eaſie to be intreated, full of Mercy and good 
Fruits, without Partiality, and without Hyjy. 
eriſie, Jam. 3. 17. Now no other Wiſdom 
than this, was taught in the Primitive 
Times, in Chriſtian Churches and School; 
while the Purifying and Victory - giving 
Faith was kept: The Wiſdom af the" 
World was preached againſt, as Fooliſh 
neſs with God. Now, whoever refuſes 
Wiſdom, Knowledge and Underſtanding 
at the Mouth of the Lord; ſuch learn 
Fooliſhneſs, Ignorance, Carnal Wiſdom and 
Wickedneſs, at the Mouth of the Serpent, 
and his Wiſdom ; nothing that's good 
proſpers under it. 
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CHAP, II. 


Of the Riſe and Progreſs of Serpentine Wiſdom; 
that is, the Wiſdom of this World. 


A Dam was created a Noble Plant, 2 
.c A Bleſſed Diſciple, while obedient to 
the Teaching of his Creator : Among ma- 
ny Pure, Heavenly, Sound, Savoury and 
Wholſome Leſſons, this was one, Not 10 
eat of, nor touch the forbidden Tree, leſt they 
die. Now the Serpent, fiilled with Subtilty, 
laboured, Firſt, ro beget Eve into a que- 
tioning of he Verity of God's Heavenly 
1 Doctrine; 


1 

Doctrine; ſaying, Yea, hath God ſaid, Ye 
all not eat of every Tree of the Garden. Se- 
ondly, The Serpent expreſly contradicted 


wt ſurely die. Thirdly, The Serpent in- 
formed Eve, that by touching and eating 
of that Tree, an advantage ſhould accrue 


ing Good and Evil, Gen. 3. The Serpent 
became prevalent, God's Teaching was re- 
jeted, the Serpent's deadly Teachings and 
Infiauations, Charms and Inchantments, 


ance, the Serpent got the Chair, (as I may 
ſay) and became Teacher; then, accord- 
iog to the Lord's Heavenly Word, Death 
entered in upon them, even as a Con- 
ſumption ſeizes upon a Man's Body gra- 
dually ; in this Compliance with the Ser- 
pent, a Seed of Enmity was ſown in Man's 
Heart, and from that Seed ſprung another 


favouring of the Nature of the Helliſh 


through the Serpent being his Teacher, 
he learned to know Good and Evil, (faith 
Cornelius Agrippa, of the Vanity of Sciences.) 
While Man kept his Station in the Vertue 
of the-Ancient ot Days, he Lived, Moved, 
and had his Being in him ; he Thought, 
opake, and Acted in him; Yea, his 
Thoughts, 


God's Heavenly Doctrine, ſaying, Ye ſhall 


thereby to them; Te ſhall be as Gods, know- 


were entertained ; eng this Compli- 


World, even a World of Wickedneſs, 


Seedſman ; Adam had never been driven 
out of the Paradife of Bleſſedneſs, but that 


' 
| 
? 


TS 


Thoughts, Words and Actions, were the 
Thoughts, Words and Actions of God, in 
him and through him; here was a Bleſſed 
Sabbath : Chriſt ſaid unto his Diſciples, 
travelling unto the pleaſant Valley of 4. 
m's Innocency, It is not ye that ſpeak, but 
_ the Spirit of your Father which ſpeaketh in yu, 
Mat. 10. Yea, and Peter, an Apollle of 
the Lamb, bare Record; ſaying, Holy Men 
of God ſpake as they were moved by the Hey 
Ghoſt, 2 Pet. 1. 21. So that all the Holy 
Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, Primitive 
Chriſtians, Children of Light, Children of 
the Day, who Thought, Spake and Acted 
in and through the Vertue of the Lord's 
Preſence in them, their Language was the 
Language of the Lord; tis ſo now, of 
what Nation, Kingdom, or Country ſoever 
ſuch be; yer they are Living Witneſſes 
of that Language promiſed by the Lord, 
who ſaid, I will turm to the People a pure 
Language, that they may call upon the Name 
of the Lord, to ſerve him with one conſent, 
Zeph. 3.9. „„ | 
In like manner Adam, back-ſliden from 
the Lord, and complying with the Old 
Serpent, and deriving the ground of his 
Thoughts, Words and Works, from the 
miry Lake of his Power, and his Poſterity 
center'd in the gloomy Region of the 
ſame; what proceeds from this Hellih 
Conjunction, is the Language of the Old 
. Serpent, 
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cerpent, the Language of the Beaſt, all 
Wenton Poets, Comedians, Tragedians, 
painted Orators, Pagan Philoſophers, are 
ere found. Thus of Beth-el, that is, the 
Houſe of God, Man became Beth-aver, that 
zj a Houſe of Iniquity and Vanity. 

Thus the Serpent prevailing, and his 
Kingdom increaſing, his Helliſn Pills (as 
| may fay ) being ſwallowed, Man was 
wrought out of his right Courſe and Dif- 
ofition 3 hence iſſued a numberleſs number 
f Internal Diſeaſes. | 

As in a Corporal Impoſthume, purulent 
and foul Matter is gathered together in 
ſome part of the Body; fo, through joyn- 


atter of Sin, Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion, Sa- 
ical Arts and Inventions are brought 
forth, whereby the Sons and Daughters 
u Men are defiled. 

As in the External Atrophy or Con- 
umption, the Body, through the want of 
due and convenient Nutriment, by little 
and little, pines away; ſo, through com- 
plying with the Serpent, the Mouth of 
Faith came, and comes to be ſhut, which 


leps in, yea, a Spiritual Conſumption. 

As in a Corporal Lethargy, there is an 
unlatiable propenſity to Sleepineſs, Drow- 
eneſs, and Forgetfulneſs; ſo Adam, not 


ing with the Serpent, purulent and foul 


feceives Spiritual Nouriſhment 5 which not 
being received, Spiritual Leanneſs ſtepr, and 


keeping 
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keeping his Heavenly Dominion in his 
Maker, but attending to the Evil One, wa 
thereby brought into a Spiritual Lethargy 
into a ſleepy, drowſie, and forgetful State: 
This was Iſfrae!'s, which occaſioned thy 
Lord's Complaint, My People bave forgotten 
me days without number, Jer. 2. 32. 

As through a depraved Appetite, whol. 
ſom Nouriſkment is refuſed, non-convenien, 
unprofitable, and noxious things are ds 
fired ; even ſo the Mind being carnalized 
Heavenly Wiſdom, Bread of Life, Water o 
Life, Honey out of the Rock, the Food «f 
the Soul, is loathed ; and Spoiling Philo. 
ſophy, Satanical Arts, Parts and Endoy. 
ments; in a word, the Wiſdom that is from 
below, is unſatiably ſought after. 

Adam, entring the barren Borders d 
Sataniſm, from a Helliſh Lake, in the in- 
creaſe of that Kingdom, collected, gufhel 
out a muddy Stream of Diabolical Art 


Pernicious Inventions, and Artiſts : Hence 


came the Ungodly Aſtrologers, who, 


from the Obſervation of the Heaven 


take upon them to foretel what Good ot 


Evil ſhall betide Men, States, Perſons 
People; ſo to determine things of futur 


Contingence. 


Thence crawled out Charms, who uk 
Verſes, Words, Ceremonies, Spells, to pro-. 


duce their defired ends; as, to heal of 


hurt People, Young or Old. 


Hence 
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Hence crawled out Diviners, Wizards, 
who by a diabolical Spirit take upon them 
to Preſage or Foretel things to come. 

Hence crawled out Obſervers of Times, 
who Superſtitiouſly make difference of Days 
and Times, as Good or Bad, Lucky or 
Unlucky, as they fay, for the doing of 
ſuch a Work, or undertaking a Jour- 
ney, or appointing Times for the doing of 
Things. | 

Hence crawled out the Conſulters of Fa- 
miliar Spirits z this was Saul's Sin, who 


ſought to a Woman that had a Familiar | 


Spirit. 
Hence crawled out Inchanters, who by 


ISigns of good or evil Luck (as they ſay) to 
Ithemſelves or others; and who by ſecrer 
Slights and Juglings, deceive or delude the 
Eye; ſight. | | 

Hence crawled out Witches, Sorcerers, 
haviag dealings with the Devil by Compact 
or Confederacy, changing any thing before 
Whe Sight, by a Diabolical Power. 
Hence crawled out Necromancers, ſpeak- 
ing to the Dead, or to the Devil in the form 
of the Dead, making inquiry of the ſame, 
s Saul did. h 5 5 
Hence crawled out tne Magicians, who 
rough Covenant with Satan, is skill'd in 
Magick Art, 


j 


D Hence 


lobſerving the Events of Things, gather 


, 
1 
if 
N 
*$ 
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Hence ſprung in the Monthly Prognofli. 
catours, taking upon them to Foretel the 
Occurrences of each Month. 

Hence crawled out Southſayers, who from 
the Obſervation of the Skie, or Flight of 
Birds, take upon them to Foretel Things to 
come. 

Hence came in Stargazers, pretending 
Knowledge of future Events, by the Obſer- 
vation of the Courſes and Conjunction of 
the Stars ; theſe Artiſts were firſt found a- 
mong the Heatbens, after crept into [/7ae, 
tho' expreſſy forbidden by the Lord, and 


are found alfo, as it is ſaid, among the 


profeſſors of Chriſtianity. 

The Idolatrous Egyptians were great pra- 
ctitioners of Divination, who (as Writers 
affirm) firſt of all derived their Divination 
from the four Elements. | 

Some Divined from the Obſervation of 
Fire; hence Pyromancy. 

Some Divined by the Air; hence e4r0- 
mancy. 

Some Divined by Water; hence Hydro- 
mancy. 

Some Divined by the Earth; hence Geo⸗ 
mancy. 

After this, Wickedneſs and Satanic 
Skill increaſing, a further progreſs was 
made: For, 

Some Divined by Fin; hence I&hx0- 
nancy. 

Some 


27 ] 
Some Divined by Herbs; hence Botauo- 
mancy. | | 
Some Divined by Figs ; hence Syco- 
mancy. 
Some Divined by Eggs; herce Ovo- 
Maney. 
Some Divined by Rods; hence Rabdo- 
mancy. 
Some by the crowing of Cocks ; hence 
Aledtrimancy. 
| Some by She-Goats; hence Aigomaney. 
Some Divined by Dreams ; hence Oneiro- 
mancy. 
Some Divined by Incenfe ; hence Libano- 
| Mancy. 
Some by Water in a Baſon ; hence Lica- 
nomancy. | 
| Some Divined by Smoke; hence Capno⸗ 
mancy. 
| Some Divined by the Bay. tree; hence 
Dapbnomancy. 
Some Divined by Wax; hence Ceromancy. 
Some by the Lines of the Hands; hence 
| Chiromancy. 
| Some Divined by Sieve and Shears ; 
| hence Coſciomancy. 
This kind of Divination is (as "is ſaid) 
| much in uſe now in the northern Parts, by 
| - frequenters of Horſe-Courſes and Foot- 
| Races. 
| Some Divined by an Ax; hence Axino- 
| mancy. 


1 Some 
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-Some Divined by Lots; hence Clero. 
mancy. 

Some by the Inſpection of Flower; 
hence Alpbitomancy. 


Some Divined and gave Anſwers out of 
their Bellies ; hence Gaftromancy. 


Some Divined by the Obſervation of 
Birds; ſome by the Entrails of Beaſts z ſome 
of theſe (if not many) are crept in among 
the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity. Solomon knew 
what he ſaid, when he ſaid, God made Man 
Upright, but he bath ſound out many Inven- 


tions, Eccleſ. 7. 


From the very ſame ground iſſued in Ido- 
latry, Superſtition, damnable Hereſies, per- 
nicious Schiſms, ſtrong Delufions, perverſe 
Difputings, vagrant and wandring Deſires, 


fruitleſs Janglings, inconvenient Jeſtings, Þ 
ſinful . of Sciences, inchanting Þ 


Orations, feigned Purgatory, dreamed of by 
Plato the Philoſopher, and Virgil the Hea. 


then Poet, defended by many in the Apo- 


liacy. 


Thus you ſee the Wiſdom of God being 
rejected, and the Wiſdom of the Old Ser- 


pent, and his Teaching being entertained, 


What Helliſh Artiſts and Arts? What Un- 


godly and Unlawful Inventions 2 What! 
Strange and Soul-deſtroying Doctrines arc 
crept into the World ? What an Eclipſe is 
come upon the Sons and Daughters of Men? 
But the San of Righteoulneſs is ile g 
an 
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and Riſing, with an effectual healing Vers 
me, whereby the foggy exhalation of Sin, 
Iniquity and Tranſgreſſion, of wicked Arts, 
and -frivolcus Inventions, ſhall be ſcourged 
away. 
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CHAP. III. 


Of the Riſe and Progreſs of Pagan Philoſophy; 
Worldly Wiſdom, crept in among the Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity ;, and Teftimonies of Holy Men 
of God againſt the ſame. 


| PMI of ſeveral Nations, deſirous of 
ö Wiſdom, to ſome ſcraps of Maſes, re- 
lating to Morals, Naturals, and Superna- 
| rurals, added the corrupt Ingredients of 
their own Inventions and Imaginations ; 
| fo patch up their Ethicks, Phyſicks, and 
Metaphyſicks; fo triumphed in the Splen- 
dor of their Wiſdom, and gained great. 
Eſteem through the ſame, and were (as 
I may ſay) pointed at by the Fingers of. 
others, and were called Magi, that is, Wiſe 
Men: Whatſoever ( faith Andrew Sympſon ) 
© Orpheus, Homer, Solon, Pythagoras, Plato, and. 


other Grecians, Philoſophers, Poets, Hiſto- 
rians, have left on Record, concerning 
God and Divine Things, they took all. 
your of the Books of Moſes ; whereunto: 
they added the Intermixture of their own, 
| D 3 In- 
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Inventions and Imaginations, depraved 


and wreſted the ſame, Auguſt. de Civit. 


Dez, to ſay the beſt Rabbins, and Philo. 
ſophers, faith Trapp; ſunt bona miſta mal, 
ſunt mala miſta bons; that is to fay, In 
them Good is mixed with Evil, and Evil 
with Good. | 

The Greeks, through this Py-bal Wi. 
dom, were called Sopboi; that is, Wiſe Men. 
Now Pytbagoras refuſed that Title, as too 
Ambitious, and peculiar to Ess Entiun, 
the Being of Beings, God alone; and in 
way of Modeſty, he called himſelf Philo 
ſopbos, that is, a Lover of Wiſdom ; which 
Title Socrates, Plato, and others, aſſumed; 
in imitation of theſe Greeks, the Roman 


called ſuch Philoſophy ; and in imitation of 4 


the Romans, in the Engliſh Orthography, ſuch 


are Called Pzilofophers, that is, Lovers of 


Wiſdom : Hence came the Philoſophy of Þ 


the Egyptians, Phenicians, Caldeans, Pbrygi- 


ans, Lybians, Ethiopians, Scythians, Tbraciam, Þ 


Perſians, Indians, Brachmans, Spaniards, lia. 


lians, Greeks, Druides, of Pythagoras, Socrates, a 


Plato, Ariſtotle, of the Cy nicłs, Stoicks, Scep- Þ 
ticks, Epicureans; theſe, and many o- 
thers, received their Philoſophy from the 
writings of Moſes, by them depraved and 
| Wreſted, adding the Dregs of their own 
Opinions, Inventions and Imaginations ; 
they received of theſe things alſo one 
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from another. 


LET 


And of the Agreement, or rather Dif. 
agreement, bf the Pagan Philoſophers. 
among themſelves, Writers are not ſilent; 
for nor being content with Logomachy, 
that is, Verbal Altercation; they fell at 
length to Dagger-drawing one againſt 

| another, Fohan. Franc. Pic. Mirand. 
| Of the abſurd Opinions of Pagan Philo- 


ſophers, as of their Magick South-fayings, 


| Conjurings, Caſting of Nativities, their 
; Doctrine of the World's Eternity, of the 
Souls Mortality, of the Tranſmigration of 
| the Soul from one Body into another, of 
like Temperament and Quality, I forbear 
further to particularize. 

| How Pagan Philofophy, Arts and Lan- 
| guages, called Handmaids to Divinity, have 
been and are courted, embraced and en- 
tertained, Heavenly Wiſdom, the Miſtriſe, 
* hath been and is ſlighted, rhe Wiſe in Heart 
underſtand. The Egyptians ( faith Theophi- 
lu Gale) ſo purſued the Study of the 
Marhematicks, that the Title of Propher, 
Prieft, or Wife Man, was allowed to none, 
but ſuch as were profoundly inſtructed 
therein before. Now how Spoiling Phi- 
loſophy, Tongues, Ethnick Arts, Natural 
Endowments and Qualifications, are doted. 
upon, among the Profeſſors of Chrifianity, 
is evident; in that, who without theſe 
\ Qualifications, are fitted by the Lord for the 
Work of the Miniſtry, they are branded as 


1 Hercticks, and perſecuted. It 
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It was a Saying of Solomon, Take auen 
the Droſs from the Silver, and there ſhall come 
forth a Veſſel for the Finer, Prov. 25. 4. Now 
if the intermixture of Paganiſm, Spoiling 
Philoſophy, Satanical Arts; in a word, the 
Wiſdom of the Fleſh, which is Fooliſhneſs 
with God, were ſcoured away, and Hea- 
venly Wiſdom in its primitive Purity in 
Schools and Churches were reſtored; hap- 
py would the Nation be, which in mea- 
ſure was attempted ; for in the School of 
Alexandria, an Eclectick Sect flouriſhed, ſo 
called, becauſe it Selected and Picked out 
the choice parts of Philoſophy, out of all 
Sets : This laudable Attempt was under- 
taken by Men accounted Eminent, Pota- 
mon, Plutarch, Ammonius, and other Philo- 
ſophers, with what iſſue and ſucceſs, a 
Concluſion may be drawn : For that ſo 
much of the Droſs of Satanical Art, Car- 
nal Reaſon, Inventions and Imagination 
remains, as that it yet remains Spoiling 
Philoſophy ; Corruptio optimi fit peſſima, that 
3s, Beſt things corrupted become the worlt, 
Theophilus Gale adviſes well, That all the 
Placets, or Opinions of Philoſophers, ſhould 
be brought to be tried by the Holy Scri- Þ 
ptures, that there it may appear, What 
| ſhould be embraced, and what ſhould be 

rejected. | FOLD ; 
Man, in the Beauty of his Innocency, Þ 
was to eye the Lord, and in his pins 5 

| oe _ 


| found and juſtifiable Knowledge, relates 
| to uſeful and neceſſary Concerns: Herein 


| a Divine Spark, or through the Writings 
of Moſes, in that Spark, boldly and truly 
called the Knowledge of God the True 
| Philoſophy : How (faith Epaminordas) can 
| God be- the Author of all Good, if he be 
not the Author of the chiefeſt Good, that 
is, Wiſdom ? 


* diſlocated ; that is, wreſted Man out of 
his Blefled State, and center'd him in his 
* own Power; whence iſſued into the World 
a muddy ſtream of Earthly Wiſdom, In- 
| veniions, and Idolatry : The Poſterity of 
| Noah, (faith Theophilus Gale) ES 


dom of the Patriarchs, plunged into the 1 
Bottomleſs Pit of Diabolical Aſtrology and 
ldolatry; for in their Contemplation of 1 
| Caleſtial Bodies, the feeling of the Crea 
tor being loſt, they were firſt of all hur- 
tied to the Admiration of them, after». 
Wards to the Adoration of them: So thoſe 
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glorious Creature, being lifted up into the 
Throne of the Creator, became Os 


— 


L334 


the Creation, the products of the Lord's 
power and Wiſdom; for all ſerious, ſolid, 
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to the Eſſentiality of God, and to the 
Creation, the Products of his Power, and 


appears True Wiſdom, Primitive Philoſo- 
phy. Plato, though an Ethnick, through 


The Serpent being prevalent, disjoynted, 


from the pure Philoſophy, that is, Wi 


E. 
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of monſtrous Idolatry, Rom. 1. 2 1. Deut. g. 
19. Job 21. 26, 27. | 
Geographers affirm, That the Valley, in 
which Sodom and Gomorrah Were built, 
was full of faltiſh and bituminous Pits; 
the Lake Aſphaltites, called alſo Mare Mey. 
tuurm, that is, the Dead Sea; becauſe the 
very Fiſh cannot live in its foul groſs Wa. 
ters; yea, and Birds flying over it, were 
ſmothered and killed by its Exhalations : 
Adam, as created of the Lord, was a fruit. 
ful Valley, plentious in fragrant, odori- 
ferous, aromatical, balſamical Fruits, ſhew- 
ing forth the Regency of the Lamb's Lite 
in him; cloſing with the deadly Whiſper, 
of the Serpent, a muddy Lake (as I may fay) 
guſhed into the World, whoſe Exhalations 
are pernicious; this may ſpiritually be cal. 
led the Dead Sea: None can live to God, 
to Righteouſneſs, in that which the Devil 
brings in; in the putrid or rotten Stock, 
old Adam, all die; in Chriſt is Life. 
Object. We read Philoſophers, becauſe many 
good moral Sayings are in them ; and we learn 
Natural Arts, to qualifie and enable as for 1b. 
underſtanding of Heavenly Things. 1 
Anſw. Tis recorded in Scripture, That 
Chriſt- s the true Light, that lighteth eve) 


Man that cometh into the World, John 1.9 


Pagan Philoſophers, as well as others; 1 Þ 


(aid Du Hamel) aſſent unto the Platon, 


that Men's Minds are Enlightned with a 


. 
Divine Light: So every Man hath in him- 
ſelf the ground of Mortality; which Man 
turning from within, and fetching in from 
without, he continues in Clouds of Dark- 
neſs, and an Eclipſe in the World of his 
Heart; what the Philoſophers ſpoke from 
that, is found and good : But through a 
non- perſeverance in it, intermixtures en- 
tred ing and what proceeded from the 
Mind thus carnalized, was Spoiling Philo- 
ſophy ; Corruptio optimi fit peſſima, as before. 
Yea, and the ſame Jobn bare Record, ſay- 
ing, The, Light ſhined in Darkneſs, and the 
Darkne/s comprehended it not, John 1. 5. This 
non- comprehenſion of Pagan Philoſophers, 
as well as of others, ſo far prevailed, that 
they could in no wiſe comprehend the 
Spark of Divine Light, which ſhined in 
the Darkneſs of their Hearts, but unjuſtly. 
and wickedly re ſiſted, reftrained, and op- 
poled the ſame, Rom. 1. 18, 19, Cc. 

And Natural Arts, Parts, Endowments, 
Languages, Accompliſhments, cannot re- 
veal the Knowledge of Heavenly Things: 
Canſt thou (ſaid Zopbar) by ſearching find ous 
God? Job 11. 7, &c. No Man knows the Fa- 
tber, ſave the Son, and he to whom the Son 
reveals him, Mat. 11. 27. And Paul, ho 
was Eminent ia Tongues, in Natural Parts 
and Abilities, and knew what Key opened 
into the Rich Cabinet of Heavenly Wiſdom 
and Treaſures, he excluded Natural Arts“ 

IS 5:2 and. 


E 


and Parts to be that Key; ſaying expreſſy, 
The Natural Man receives not the things of the 
Spirit of God, &C. neither can be know them, 
becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2. 
14. God, and the Things of God, are 
known in and by the Spirit: This Spirit 
Paul Preaches up, not Natural Arts, Parts, 
and Tongues, Plato, a Heathen Philoſo- 
pher, ſaid well, Vertue is not acquired, but 
znfuſed of God. A Natural Man, though he 
have mounted to the Turret of Philoſo. 
phick Elevations, and may profeſs himſelf 
to be a great Sophiſt, chat is, Wiſe Man; 
yer he is ignorant of the ſaving Know- 
tedge of the Lord, which only comes by 
the Teaching of the Lord, Rom. 1. 22. 
Acts 17. 18, 23. 1 Ctr. 2. 14, 

Holy Men of God, Inſpired of God, 
Taught of God, Repleniſned with the Ver- 
tue, Influence, and Sweetneſs of Heavenly 
Wiſdom, in the Patriarchal, Moſaical, and 
Evangelical Diſpenſations, juſtified the ſame; 
and in it, by it, and through it, grew in 
ETlearnefs of Underſtanding, diſtinguiſhing 
Perſons; fo bare Teſtimony againſt the old 
Serpent, and all his Products, his Spailing 
Philofophy, Wiſdom of the Fleſh, intro- 
duced into the World, by thofe Lying Lips 
that feduced Adam and Exe from their 
bleſkd Being and Welk being in the Lord. 

Certain Philoſophers of the Epicurean, 
and of the Stoicks, in the Wiſdom of the Ser- 
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pent, encountred Paul, who was partaker 
of Divine Wiſdom, and called him a Babler, 
Adds 17. 18. And how the Divine Wiſdom, 
revealed in the Lovers of Simplicity, is en- 
tertained by Philoſophers now, this Nation 
and others afford many Example; yet the 
Wiſdom of the Living God, who are of 
God, cannot but contend for the pure Wiſ- 
dom of the Rock of Ages; who ſaid, Heaven 
is my Throne, and Earth is my Foot-ſtool, Acts 
7.49. There are, as Schools diſtinguiſh, 
| Bona Throni, the Treaſures of Heaven, Chriſt 
the Repoſitory of Pure, Soul-ſaving, Soul- 
| refreſhing, Life-giving Wiſdom and Know- 
edge; and there are Bona Scabelli, that is, 
| the Fruits and Riches of the Earth. Now 
the Carriage and Deportment of Multitudes 
is ſuch, that their very Life ſpeaks, that 
| Earth i their Throne, and Heaven their Foot- 
| Zool; hot in the purſuit of the Earth, the 
| Pleaſures and Delights thereof, lighting the 
pearl of Heavenly Wiſdom. The Duke of 
| Alva ſaid, He had ſo much to do on Earth, 
that he had no time to look after Heaven. 
Trapp ſaith, The Frame of the Spirits of 
| Men, beſpeaks them to be thus minded, 
complying rather with the Divinity of Sar- 
danapalus, Ede, bibe, lude, poſt mortem nulla 
voluptas, than with the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
ho ſaid, Learn of me. The before men- 
tioned Epicureans, were a Sect of Philoſo- 
: pkers, fo. called from Epicurus, who FG 
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born in Athens, and lived in the time of 


Alexander the Great, Ptolomy, Lagus, and 
Philadelphas ;, he held, that the World came 


of the Atoines, or Motes of the Sun, thai 
the Souls die with the Bodies, that ther: 
is no Providence, that Worldly Pleaſue 


is the Sammum Bonum, the Chiefeſt Good: 
Theſe, with other Philoſophers, reſiſted 


Paul. 


Paul, writing to the Beloved of God h 


Rome, called to be Saints, bare this Record 
relating to the Wiſdom of the Fleſh, and u 
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the Wiſdom of the Spirit, Rom. 8.6. To h, 
Carnally- minded, i Death; which being truly 


tranſtited, is thus, The Wiſdom, Deſire, a 
Mind of the Fleſh, is Death; but the Wil 
dom, Deſire, or Mind of the Spirit, is Lit 
aud Peace; the Wiſdom of the Fleſh, i 
Death: And is not Spoiling Philoſophy, 
Laſcivious Poems, Comedies, Tragedic 


Frivolous Fables, Inchanting Orations, the? 
Subject taught in Schools and Colledges, d 
the Wiſdom of the Fleſh? I ſay, Yes; ard 
that they are Death, and tend to Blind anc 
Fetter Men in Chains of Darkneſs, in the 
Dungeon of Death; but the Wiſdom of tb 
Spirit gives the Simple a Refidence in ih 


fragrant Chamber of Life and Peace. 


Paul further teſtified to the Sanctified af 
Corinth, ſay ing, Chriſt ſent me not tu Bapti 


but to Preach the Goſpel 5, not with IW:\dom it 
Wards, let the Croſs of Chriſt ſhould gs may 
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of none effect; for it us written, I will defroy 
| the Wiſdom of the Wiſe : Here the Serpent's 
| Wiſdom, Affected Eloquence, Pompous and 
| Painted Speech, attained, by Satanical In- 

ſpiration, or Humane Aquiſition, by Study, 
| peruſal of Heathen Authors, is decryed; 
| Not Wiſdom of Words, (faith he) left the 
Croſs of Cbriſt, the Door through which 
| pure, divine, heavenly Wifdom enters the 
| Tabernacle of Man's Heart, ſhould be made 
| of none eſfect. Further ſaith he, The World 
| by Wiſdom knew not God ; neither doth the 
World, by its Wiſdom now, know God. 
To what purpoſe then are Youth, and 
| others, ſo toiled, for the attainment of 
that, which is Fooliſhnefs in the account 
| of God, and brings not to his Knowledge, 
1 Cor. 1. 17, 19, 20. 
Again, This clear-ſighted Apoſtle of the 
Lamb, through Divine Eye - Salve, diſtin- 
guiſhing between the Grounds, Natures, 
and Effects of the Wiſdom from above, and 
the Wiſdom from below, faith on this wile, 
We ſpeak Wiſdom among them that are perfect; 
8 yet not the Wiſdom of thus World, nor of the 
Princes of this World, that come to nought ; 
but we ſpeak the Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery, 
| which none of the Princes of this. World Ene; 
for bad they known it, they would not haue 
| crucified the Lord of Glory: Which things al/s 
ve ſpeak (ſaith he) mot in the words which 
Man's Wiſdom. teacheth, but which the Hes 
1 Spirit 


* 
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Spirit teacbeth, 1. Cor. 2. 6, 7, 8, 13. Further, 
he faith, The Natural Man knows not the thing 
of the Spirit of God, becauſe they are ſpiritual 
diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2. 14. The Natural Man, 
tho* mounted to the very Zenith of Philo. 
ſophick Notion, and ſtored with the Quin. Þ 


reſſence of Fleſh's Witnefles, which in vety 
Deed is Wickednefs, filled as a well-loaded 


Veſſel, with acquired Arts and Parts; y« 
being a Natural Man, darkned with the 
Smoke of Carnal Wiſdom, in that Stare 
he cannot receive the Wiſdom which is 


from above; in his Eye it is Fooliſhneſs; 
the World and its Wiſdom, is a Peart in 
his Eye; the harmleſs Dove of Heavenly 


Wiſdom enters in at another Window, 
the Crofs of Chriſt, Fooliſhnefs to them 
that periſh. 
Further, The faithful Ambaſſador, and 
true Witneſs, Paul, in the Wiſdom of God, 
bare Record againſt the Wiſdom of the 
World, ſaying, The Wiſdom of the World 1 
Fooliſhneſs with God, 1 Cor. 3. 19. Adam, in 
the Wiſdom of God, knew God, and the 
Creation. Now the Serpent, by his Inli-F 
nuations, working Man into a Compliance 
with his Will, brought in a Sea of Iniquity ; 
and Confuſion, a World of Unrighteoul. 
neſs, and a Wiſdom favouring of his Na- 
ture. Now Spoiling Philoſophy, Inchant- 
ing Orations, Wanton Poems, Comedies, 
Tragedies, Fables, are a part of his FM 
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dom, taught in Schools and Colledges, ſo 
is Fooliſhneſs with God, though highly 


| tion in the ſight of God, Luke 16. 15. Iam 
brought into the Credence of this, that as 
the Rays of the Sun of Righteouſneſs are 
diſplayed in Man, as Heavenly Wiſdom is 
exalted, as Nations become ſeaſoned with 
the Salt of the Kingdom, thefe Abomina- 
tions will become burdenſome, yea, and 
rejected as a Menſtruous Cloth; then ſhall 
Compoſers, Printers, Correctors, Stitchers, 
Binders, Stationers, School-Maſters, Tutors 
in Colledges, that have Traded in this 
Dead Sea, Dregs of Sataniſm, turn from 
their unlawful Concerns, as the Evil there- 


that is from above. 15 | 

Further, This faithful Steward Paul, wri- 
ting to the Saints and faithful Brethren at 
| Colloſs, exhorteth them; ſaying, Beware, 
| leſs any Man ſpoil you through Philoſophy and 
vain Deceit, after the Tradition of Men, after 


| Chriſt, Col. 2.8. Thus, who keep not in 
| Chriſt, the Wiſdom of the Father, but lend 


of falſe Teachers, they are led by them 
out of the right Path, bound, and Captives: 
Thus Paul, in the Wiſdom from above, 


below. 
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| eſteemed among Men; Yet are they Abomina- 


| of is diſcovered, and juſtifie the Wiſdom 


| the Rudiments of the World, and not after 


an Ear to the Pagan Philoſophick Notions 


cautions them to beware of Wiſdom from 


L 42 J 
Again, Paul writing to Timothy, his own 
Son in the Faith, exhorts him, to charge 
ſome, not to give heed to Fables, and endl:/; 
Genealogies, which miniſter Queſtions, rathy 
than Godly Edifying, which is Faith, 1 Tim. i. 
3: 4 Now what a muddy ſtream of Fa. 
bles, and Fabulous Poems, Comedies and 
Tragedies, are guſhed into Chriſtian Schoo!:; 
how the Fabulous Pedigrees of the Hes. 
then Gods, are (as I may ſay) driven by 
force of Arms into tender Youth, hopeful, 
if not depraved and corrupted by Ethnick 
Education, I leave to the Wiſe in Heart 
to judge, who have known theſe things, 
and the burden of them. Further, he 
faith to Timothy, Refuſe prophane and «il 
Wroes Fables, and exerciſe thy ſelf unto Gad. 
* lineſs, 1 Tim. 4. 7. 

The Apoſtle Fames, writing to the Twe'r: 
Tribes ſcattered abroad, draws his Sword 
(as I may ſay) againſt Serpentine Wiſdom, Þ 
ſaying, If ye have bitter envying and ſtrife in 
your Hearts, &c. This Wiſdom deſcends not from 
above, but is Earthly, Senſual, Deviliſh, Jam. 1, 
14, 15. Mark, Earthly, Senſua!, Deviliſ. 
O that Chriſtendom would conſider this! 
in whom the Helliſh Spark hath not only 
kindled them into Strife and Envy, but to 
be as a Prey to the Mouth of the Sword. 
_ Chriſtendom is become as Golgotba, a place 
of Skulls; as Aceldama, the Field of Blood. 
The Apoſtle, writing to the Church, faid. 
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Te are taught of Ged to lows one another, 
1 Theſl. 4. Now where Strife, Envy, and 
Bloodſhed is, of whom are they taught ? 
Even of the Serpent, who was a Murderer 
from the beginning, the Author of that 
Wiſdom, which is Earthly, Senſual and De- 
viliſh; a true Character of that Wiſdom 
which is from below: It is called Eartbly, 
becauſe it ariſes from the Earth, keeps Man 
in an unregenerate Stare, out of Heavenly- 
mindedneſs, wholly concerning Man for 
| Farchly Ends; Senſual, as wholly concerned 
in the purſuit of carnal, ſinful and tran- 
ſient Pleaſures; Dewiliſh, as inſpired by 
him, doing his Work, and brings to his 


End; Wiſdom from above Reſcues from 


| his Tyranny, 

ln the Apoſtles days, ſuch as knew the 
Lord's Call into the Miniſtry, they were 
Stars in Heaven, ſettled in Heaver:ly Places 
in Chriſt Jeſus; they had the Heavenly 
| Key, which opened to them the Royal 
Cabinet of Heavenly Treaſures ; they re- 
ceived no Wiſdom, in Church or School, 
but what was Heavenly. Bur a Star being 
fallen to the Earth, (mark this, to the Earth) 
then an Earthly Key was thruſt into the 


hand, even the Key of the Bottomleſs pit; 


| then aroſe a Smoke, which darkned the 
Sun and the Air: What is this Smoke ? 
Even Serpentine Wiſdom, which ſteamed 


| into Churches and Schools; the gradual 


riſe 


A 
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riſe of this, ſpoiled the Glory and Beauty 
of Primitive Chriſtianity. At this Dog 
crept into the Church Traditions, Hereſiq 
Schiſms, Doctrinal Errors, Superſtition, 
Idolatry, Pardons, Indulgences, Trentalz 


Soul-maſſes, Dirgies, Purgatory, Canonizz. 


tion of Saints; in a word, Deviliſh Error, 
were ſet a broach : Mabomet ſteamed out 


his Alcoran for Divine Scriptures 5 into 


Schools ſteamed alſo Spoiling Philoſophy, 


Bewitching Orations, Pompous and Painted 
Rhecorick, Laſcivious Poems, Vain Come. 


dies, Fooliſh Tragedies, Frivolous Fables e 


Pagan Ethicks, Phyſicks, and Metaphylicks, Wc 


whereby Youth is corrupted 3 as the Ses. 


Monſter, called Phyſerer, as Naturaliſt 


write, mounts above the tops of Ships 


ſtanding upright in the Sea, like a Pillar, 
and ſpouts out great Floods of Water 


whereby it overwhelms or indanger; 


them: Sa upon the fall of the Star from 


Heaven, the Sea-Monſter, Satan, got up 


into the Church, and ſpouted out great 


Floods of Errors, Falſe Doctrines, and of 


of Ignorance, Spiritual Blindneſs, Idolatry 
and Corruption; but Heavenly Wiſdom i; 
diſplaying its Power, Vertue and Influence; 


and Serpentine Wiſdom, be it in Church 


or School, muſt be ſcoured away. 
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Earthly Wiſdom into Schools and Cburche, We 
whereby they ſunk down into the depth | 
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CHAP. IV. 


LU Rebearſal of Teſtimonies, born by ſeveral 
| Men, eminent in the Church ſince the Apo- 
| ftles Days, againſt Heathen Learning, or 
| the Teaching of it, in Chriſtian Schools, at 
| alſo of others. | 


T) Y what hath been ſpoken, tis evident, 
E that the Holy Men of God, acknow- 
{:dged by all to be Inſpired of God, bare 
found Record, and a living Teſtimony, in 
the Wiſdom of God, againſt the Wiſdom 
df the Serpent, the Wiſdom of the World; 
pany alſo who have lived fince the Apo- 
nes Day, yea, and fince the fall of the 
tar from Heaven, in the gloomy Night 


If Apoſtacy, in that meaſure of Heavenly 
Piſdom then made known, have born 
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Teſtimony againſt teaching Heathen Au- 
Mors, Spoiling Philoſophy, Wanton Poets 
In Chriſtian Schools or Colledges; yea, 
and have ſpoken freely againſt Univerſi- 
hes defiled with the ſame. In Confirma- 
tion of this Aſſertion, a few Teſtimonies 
are prevented to the Conſideration of the 
Reader. 1 
Euſebius brings in Plato, ſharply blaming 
at firſt Education, as deſtructive, which 
Was uſed by the Greeks, in reading the 
| feigned 


+ 

OY 
x 
1 
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L 
feigned Comical and Tragical Invention 
of Poets, Cap. 49. p. 618. 

As far as I can gather from the Writing 
of the Ancients, Philoſophy is very hurtfy 
unto him that is much addicted to th 
ſtudy thereof, Fob. Pic. Mirand. | 

All the Diſcord of Divines, hath prof 
ceeded from Philoſophers; for as much x 
Divines, in later Ages, have mixed th 
muddy Water of Philoſophers with th 
living Vein of Divine Oracle, Job. Pi 
Mirand. That is, have mixed Heathen Phi 
loſophick Notions, with the Scriptures « 
Truth. It is known, by lamentable Expe.8 
rience, how dangerous a thing it is to H 
exerciſed in the writings of Ethnick Phi 
loſophers, and how eaſily the Plague of 
Lyes and Vanity creeps through the ſame 
into Mens Minds, Theoph. Gale. 

In the times of the Haſmoneans, this De, 
cree was made, Let him be accurſed, wh 
teacheth his Son the Philoſophy of th 
Greeks, Theoph. Gale. 
What but Greek Philoſophy was the fil 

Seminary or Seed-Plot of principal Errors in 
the Churches in the Apoſtles Days, and ii 
Churches immediately ſucceeding? Where 
upon Tertullian called Philoſophers the Pa 
triarchs of Hereticks, Theoph. Gale. ; 

It is not hard to ſhew (ſaith the ſam 
Author) that the whole Myſtery of Ini 
quity, and the whole Syſtem of Anti 
chriſtianiſn 
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chriſtianiſm, which hath moleſted the 
Chriſtian Church, for ſo many Centuries, 
pught to aſcribe their Riſe and Progreſs 
0 Heathen Philoſophy. 

There are (ſaith Andrew Sympſon ) who 
ſpend much precious time upon vile Pam- 
phlets, curious Arts, prophane Stories, la- 
ſcivious Poems, Cc. 

Moſt of the Hereſies that have been in 
he Church, have come in by Learned Men, 
ather than by Ignorant Men. Ed. Calamy. 

Ferom, a Father of the Church, who 
ved about the Year 384. reading the Book 
ff Cicero, was (as tis ſaid ) rebuked by an 
angel, becauſe that he being a Chriſtian, 
inded the Fictions of the Gentiles. Faco- 
uw Laurentius de libr. Gentil. pag. 41. 

Gracian put out a Canon, That a Bi- 
ſhop ſhould not read Heathen Books. Fac. 
aur. pag. 41. Ta 
| Gregory the Great ( ſaith Fac. Laurentins 
e libris Gentilium ) forbad all Biſhops the 
ſeading of Heathen Books. pag. 41. 
| Pernicious Books are to be burned; no 
in egard is to be given to the Price of them. 
u eat. on Ads. „ 
All the Wiſdom of a Man is in this one 
hing, That he know and worſhip Chriſt, 
LeGant, lib. 3. cap. 30. 
e Ulpian, the chief Lawyer; Galen, the 
n chief Phyſician; Porphyry, the chiefeſt Ari- 
© . . . | 38 
u Fotelian; Plotings, the chiefeſt Platoniſt; 
1 5 | were 
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were profeſs'd Enemies to Chriſt, and his 
Truth. Trapp. | 

Auguſtin, Biſhop of Hippo in Africa, about 
the Year 399. faid, The. Unlearned take 
Heaven by force, but we with our Learn. 
ing are thruſt into Hell. 

It repented Auguſtin, that when he was 
young, he had preached more to pleaſe, 
than to profit others. | 

Neither the Fews by their profound 
Doctors, nor the Gentiles by their Wits 
and Wizards, could grope out God. Trapp 
ON 1 Cor. I. 21, 

The Greeks fought after Wiſdom, viz, 
of this World, ſo ſhut out Heavenly Wiſ. 
dom; Intus exiſtens prohibet alienum, They 
attained not what they ſought. Trapp. 
1 Cor. 1. 22 
We that have obtained the Knowledge 
of God, by and through his Grace, are 
far more Wiſe and more Bleſſed than 
Plato, Arifotle, &c. Piſcat, on 1 Cor. 1. 

In a Natural Man there is an Impotency, 
that is, want of Power, to know and un- 
derſtand Spiritual Things. Piſcat. 

- Wiſdom, that is of the Fleſh, ſerves 
the Worldling ( as the Oftrich Wings) 
to make him out-run others upon Earth, 
and in Earthly Things ; but helps him 
never a Whit towards Heaven. Trapp. on 
the Corinthians. 


Conſt ant ius 
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Conſtantizs the Emperor, ſuſpecting Ju- 
lian's proneſs to Paganiſm, ſent him to 
be carefully grounded in Chriſtianity to 
Nicomedia; but he frequented by ſtealth 
the company of Libanius and Iamblichus, 
Philoſophers, who warped him wholly 
to their bent, which brake out afterwards. 
Trapp on Cole. 2. 

In the Year 220. the Artemonites, a cer- 
tain kind of Hereticks, corrupted Scripture 
out of Ariſtotle and Theophraſtus, turning all 
into Queſtions ; as afterwards School-men 
did, that Evil Generation of Dung- bill Di- 
vines, as one Calleth them. Trapp on 
Coloſ. 2. | 
The Gentiles could not be ſaved by their 
Philoſophy, without Chriſt ; and yet not 
only the Divines of Cullen, ſet forth a Book 
concerning the Salvation of Ariſtotle, whom 
they called Chrif*s Fore-runner in Naturals, 
as Fobn Baptiſt was in Supernaturals; but 
aalſo ſome of the School. Doctors, Grave 
Men ( faith Acoſta) do promiſe Men Sal- 
vation, without the Knowledge of Chriſt. 
Trapp on Coloſ. 2. 8. 3 

The Moral Philoſophy of Prophane Au- 
chors, treating of the chiefeſt Good, and of 
he Happineſs of Man, and of Vertue, is no 
other thing than vain Deceit. Piſc. Coloſ. 2. 
| Seeing we are Compleat in Chriſt, they 

commit Folly who have recourſe unto 

Prophane Philoſophers. 
=: * The 


4 
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The deep Theorems of Philoſophy (faid 
King James) make one learned, but ſel- 
dom better; and oftentimes worſe, meer 
Atheiſts. There is an Arabick Proverb, 
Cum errat eruditus, errat errore erudito ; that 
is, a Learned Man hath Learned Errors. 
Trapp on Ad, 17. 

Ariftotle wrote many things moſt ab. 
ſurdly concerning God, as that he is 2 
Living Creature, that he works not freely, 

but by a kind of ſervile neceſſity; and that 
therefore he deferves no Praiſe, ſith he 
doth but what he muſt do: Yet at Stutgard 
in Germany was found a Doctor of Divi- 
nity, that preached to the People, that the 
Church might be ſufficiently well taught 
and governed by Ariſtotle's Philoſophy, 
eſpecially his Ethicks, Trapp On Rom. 1.21. 

To uſe Heathen Authors for Oſtentation, 
is to make a Calf of the Treaſures gotten 
out of Egypt. Trapp of Arts. | 

Many (faith one) through their love F 

to the Tree of Knowledge, loſe the Tree 
of Life. 

Papiſts ſay, that we may find their Ho- 
ly Water, and Sprinkling of Sepulchres, in 
Juvenal's Sixth Satyr; their Lights in Se- 

pulchres, in Saetonius his Octavius; Lamps 
lighted on Saturdays, in Senecas g6th Epi- 
ſtle; diſtribution of Tapers among the 
People, in Macrobius his Saturnals ; Purga- 
tory, in Virgil's efneids, Trapp. Thus 

| Proving 
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proving their Doctrines by Heathen Au- 
thors, not by Scripture. | 

Averroes, an Arabian Phyſitian, ſo mad- 
ly admired his Maſter Ariſtotle, as that he 
ſaid, There was no Error to be found in 
his Works; that his Learning was the 
chief Truth, &c. When he died, he cry- 
ed out, Sit anima mea cum Philoſophzs, Let 
my Soul be, where the Philoſophers Souls 
are. Trapp. | 

Fuſtin Martyr tells us, That he left his 
Gentiliſm upon reading a piece of Plato. 
Trapp of Arts. 
Auguſtin acknowledgeth, That nothing 
more cooled his Affections towards that 
Book, called Cicero's Hortenſius, than that he 
found not the Name of Jeſus in it; and that 
on this Conſideration he was perſwaded to 
the Love of Heavenly Wiſdom, and Con- 
templation of things above, Trapp. 

The Knowledge of Chriſt 'is the only 
Learning ; without which, all other Learn- 
ing doth but light Men into utter Darkneſs. 
Trapp of Arts. 2h 

As for Ariftotle's Divinity, which he calls 
his Metaphyſicks, whereof he wrote Fourteen 
Books; It is (faith Ramus) the moſt fooliſh 
and impious Piece of Sophiſtry that ever 
was written. Trapp of Arts. 

Lotamus Lovanienſis wrote, that there 
was no other Faith found in Abrabam, than 
was found in Cicero, a Heathen Philoſopher: 
5 F 2 Whereas 


1 

Whereas Abrabam ſaw my day (faith Chriſt) 
and rejoyced; he walked with God, and 
was upright ; it was not thus with Cicero. 
Trapp of Arts. 5 85 

Latimer was ſo wrought upon by Bilney's 
Confeſſion, as that he began to ſmell the 
Word of God, and to forſake School. 
Doctors, and ſuch- like Fooleries, and 


horrible Barbariſm, which had overſpread 


the Eye of whole Chriſtendom. Trapp 

of Arts. 
The Dignity and Study of Latin, Greek, 
and Hebrew, the Holy Spirit ſeems to in- 
timate their Continuance in the Church, 
by the Inſcription of Chriſt's Title on the 
Croſs in thoſe Three Tongues, and the ut- 
ter Eradicating of all frivolous and fruitleſs 
School Quirks, Monkiſh Dotages, Legen- 
dary Fables. Trapp. | 

The Romans one time baniſhed all Phi- 
loſophers out of their City. Gel. lib. 15. 
Trapp of Arts. 

Licinius the Emperor, called Heathen 
Learning, The Plague and Poyſon of the 
Commonwealth. Trapp of Arts. 


Pope Paul the ſecond, pronounced all 


Scholars Hereticks, and ſeriouſly exhorted 
the Romans, not to breed up their Children 
at School, ſaying, It was enough if they 


could read and write. Trapp of Arts. 


The Heathen Romans having Conquer'd 
this Nation, and Inhabitipg in it for Five 
. Hundred 


431 


Hundred Years, as Hiſtories inform us, they | 
erected Schools in this Nation, to teach the | 
Britains, and brought in their Heathen Po- f 


ets, Comedies, Tragedies, & c. into Schools, | 

which, to the ſhame and corrupting of the 

Nation, are yet continued, 9 

Julius Agricola, a Roman Emperor's Lieu- ö 
| tenant in Britain, taught the Britains Civility, fl 
and prevailed with Noblemen to breed up . || 
| their Sons in Liberal Arts, and brought " 
them to affect the Roman Eloquence ; then 
they began to imitate the Roman Fathions, 
the Gown, proud Buildings, Baths, and 
Banquetings, which the fooliſher fort call'd 
Civility, but was indeed a ſecret Art to pre- 
pare them for Bondage. Milton. 

Edgar, a Saxon King, put forth a Canon, 
that on Feſtival Days, every one ſhould ab- 
ſtain from Prophane Heathen Songs, and 

from Diabolical Games and Paſtimes. | 

Further, he enjoyned, That every one 

| abſtain from the reading of Fabulous and 

Abſurd Things, and from Filthy and Blaſ- 

phemoas Ballads: Not well obferved now. 

I, Martin Luther, give notice to all, That 
on Monday, &c. all the Books of the Pope 
be burned, and of ſome of his Diſciples. - 

e gives a Reaſon of this thing, ſaying, 

hat they are. miſchievous, falſe, ſeducing, 

wicked, &. Luth. Tom. 2. 

| Luther, ſpeaking of Popiſh Schools and 

Monafteries, ſaid, This is my mind and 
F 3 deſire, 
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defire, that theſe Stables of two. footed 
Aſſes, and Schools of the Devil, ſhould be 
levelled with the Greund, or changed into 
Chriſtian Schools, by a Godly Transforma- 
tion. Luth. de Inſtitutione Puerorum. 

Heathen Learning (faith Gell) hath a ra- 
viſhing and a bewitching Beauty; capta, 
eapit, being taken, it is much taking alſo, 
and wins much upon Mens Aﬀections : 
And great danger there is (faith he) leſt 
Men court the Hand-maid, rather than 
the Miſtreſs ; Earthly, inſtead of Heavenly 
Wiſdom, to their Deſtruction. 

Eſſential Inward Knowledge, in the ſe- 
cret Underſtanding, is not from Fleſh and 
Blood, nor from multitude of Books, but 
by a paſlive Reception of Divine Things; 
not by Study, bur by Patience and Sub- 
miſſion, Oſw. Crollius. 
The Academical Spirit cannot under. 
ſtand the myſtery of Intrinſical Teaching, 
only Humility is capable of Illumination. 
Oſw. Croll. ERS 

The Schools of the Gentiles have had 
their time, wherein they have become vain 
in their Imaginations, being exerciſed in 
vain Philoſophy, and Oppoſition of Science, 
falſly ſo called; whereof the Apoſtle Pau: 

admonithed true Chriſtians, to take heed Þ 
they were not deceived by it. Thus faith Þ 
the Tranſlator of Jobn Baptiſt, van Helmont's F 


Phyſick Refined, in his Premonition to the | 


Candid Reader, e PFeiur⸗ 
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Further, faith he, the Wiſe Men of the 

Eaſt, by the direction of the Star, came to 
worſhip the Child, laying down all their 
Wiſdom at his Feet, for a lively Token, thar 
all true Wiſdom was to be received from 
him, in whom all the Treaſures of Wiſdom 
and Knowledge dwells. 
' Further, faith he, Such hath been the 
| Subtilty of the Fleſhly Serpent, that under 
* a Pretence of owning the Name of Chrif, 
he hath taken up Paganiſh Means and In- 
| ſtruments to build withal; calling the 
| Dregs and Droſs of Heathen Schools, Hand- 
| maids of Divinity. 


Fobn Baptiſta van Helmont, in his PhyſicR 


| Refined, ſaid, Logick is ſo far from leading 
to the Knowledge of Univerſals, that it 
rather thruſts Men down into Errors. 


The World ( faith this Helmont) hath 


| ſuffer'd it ſelf ro be circumvented by Ari- 
| Fotle, who boaſted of Logick to be the 
Mother of Sciences. hs 

| Ariffotle (faith this Helmont) extolled the 
method of Diſputing, invented by himſelf; 
and he takes away all Knowledge from a 
Man, unleſs he hath yielded himſelf to be 
| inſtructed in Logick. 


* - Ferom (on Eſal. 140. and 143.) doth not 


unworthily compare the Art of Syllogizing 
to the Plagues of Egypt; and he calls Lo- 
| gical Demonſtrations, Dog: like Diſcourſes. 
Helmont. Co | 


Schools 


2 5 

Schools ( ſaith this Helmont) ſuppoſing 
Logick as neceſſary, do oppoſe themſelves 
to the Commands of the Apoſtles. 

I wonder ( faith Helmont ) at the great 
Blindneſs of Schools, in ſo great magrify- 
ing Logick. | 

Let Schools ( faith Helmont) tell me, 
what Science Logick hath ever brought 
to light, whether Geometry, making of 
. Glaſs, Printing, Hasbandry, Medicine, con- 
ducting of Water, of Minerals, of Arith- 
metick, of Building, or any profitable Sci- 
ence ; verily none. - 

Schools of Logick (ſaith this Helmont) 
muſt needs aa 4 that through Boaſting, 
Deceit and Ignorance, it hath deceived the 

Credulous World. 5 
To fay, that Logical Diſcourſe is very 
neceſſary for Divines, to refute the Sub- 
tilties of Hereſies; that thing ( ſaith this 
Helmont ) would be to be Wiſe above the 
Apoſtle, and to commend the Abuſes of 
Schools above the Holy Scriptures ; this 
were to dethrone Goſpel-Weapons, and 
to inthrone Paganiſm. Stepben, by the 
Sword of the Spirit, and by Heavenly 
Wiſdom, refuted the Libertines, Cyreni ans, 
Alexandrians, Cilicians, not by Pagan Lo- 
gick, As 6. 9, 10. Chriſt promiſed his 
Diſciples, ſaying, I will give you a Mouth 
and Wiſdom, which all your Adverſaries (hal 
pot be able to gaineſay, nor reſiſt, Luke 21. 70 
C 
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He commended them not to Pagan Schools, 
to Ariſtotle, or Plato, or any other Heathen, 
to enable them to refute Hereſies, but to 
his own Gift, his Wiſdom, Armour of 
proof; his own Sword put into the Hands, 
enabling for his Work. 

We read not, that the Ancient Chri- 
ſtians ever taught Philoſophy openly, and 
in Schools; but that they rather gain- 
ſayed it, Pagan. Gaudentius Theol. de mo- 
ribus ſeculi. 

Let any one ſhew me, (ſaith this Au- 
thor) that Philoſophy was taught by 
Chriſtians, in the time of Fuſtinian, or 
before. 
S8 carce any one can be perſwaded (ſaith 

this Author) that Chriſtian Emperors would 
command, that a Heathen Philoſopher, in 
the Capitol of Rome, ſhould teach the Opi- 
nions of Pagan Philoſophers, to Chriſtians; 


- 


this would have been to introduce, or 

bring in old. Superſtition. „ 
Fuftin paſſed to the Church, becauſe he 
found no Certainty in the School of Plata; 
he turned from Plato, and the reſt of the 
Heathen Philoſophers, and addicted him- 
{lf to the Scriptures of Truth. Gaudeutiac 
de mor. ſeculi. 4 
L. Celius Lactantius ſaid, I verily cannot 
call them Philoſophers, that ſtudy for Wiſ⸗- 
dom; becauſe by that Study they do not 
Atain unto Wiſdom. 
G; Ric hard. 


5 „„ 
Nicbard Fitz-Ralph, called Armachanus, 
in a Sermon preached before the Pope's 
Cardinals in the Year 1360. ſaid, Lay- 
men refrain from ſending their Sons. to 
the Univerſities, fearing to have them taken 
from them ; chooſing rather to keep their 
Sons at home, and breed them to Hus- 
bandry, than to lofe them, by ſending 


them to the Schools. 


In a Synod holden at Guernſey, 1576. and 
confirmed by a Synod held there, 1597. for 


the Eſtate of Guernſey and Ferſey, it was pro- 


vided, in behalf of School-maſters, That 
they ſhould inftrut their Scholars in the 


moſt pure Authors, both for Learning and 


* 


Language; left Children, by reading Laſci- 


vious and Immodeſt Writings, ſhould be 


inkected with their Venom; as may be ſeen 
in à Book called, Heylin's Survey of the 


. State of France. 


Georgia Ederus, in his Mateologia Hære- 
nicorum, greatly inveighs againſt Wick!ip, 
and charges him with ſaying, That Studies 
were Vanities brought into the Church, 
and profits the Church no more than the 
Devil doth. S 
In the Days of Queen Elizabeth, the 
Lords of her Privy-Council ſent Letter: 
19: her High Commiſſioners in Cauſes FEc- 
clefiaſtical, requiring them to write Let- Þ 


ters to all the Biſhops of this Realm, and : 


O xequize them to give Commandment, 
PTL. That 
» $4 + 4349S. 


CW 


That in all Grammar and Free-Schools 
within their ſeveral Dioceſſes, Cbriſtopber 
Ockland's Book intituled, Anglorum Prælia, 
ſhould be taught, in place of ſome Hea- 
then Poets; ſaying, The Youth of the 
Realm receives rather Infections in Man- 
ners, than Advancement in Vertue, from 
the Heathen Poets taught in Schools: 
They prayed and required, that this might 
be done, for the Encouragement of the 
| ſaid Ockland, and others travelling in the 
like Studies, and for the removing of La- 
| fcivious Poems taught in Schools. The: 
| Names of the Lords of the Privy-Council, 
as alſo of her High Commiſſioners in Cauſes 
| Ecclefiaſtical, as alſo their Letters, are to 
| be feen at the beginning of the Book, 
called Anglorum Prælia: The aforeſaid Com- 
miſſioners directed their Letters to all the 
| Biſhops of the Queen's Dominions of Eng- 
land and Wales, for the accompliſhment of 
the aforeſaid. 5 
| Men have neglected Sound, Savoury, 
and uſeful Matter, the very Quinteſſence 
of Learning, and have devoted themſelves: 
to an exceſs of fine ſpeaking. Biſhop Wil- 
int Real Character. . 
The grand Impoſture of Phraſing, hath: 
eaten out all true Learning. Bp. Wilkins. 
Cæſar Caracalla ſo doted upon the 
Name of Alexander, that he was highly 
olffended, that a lewd Murtherer, called: 
| G 2 Alexander, 


| 3 
Alexander, ſhould be queſtioned for his 
miſdemeanour, ſaying, Accuſeſt thou Alex. 
ander? Unleſs thou be filent concerning 
Alexander, thou art an undone Man. Be- 
ware, leſt in loving the Name of Philoſo- 
phy, ye embrace Philoſophy with its Er- 
rors. Orat: Doct. Ran. | 

Tertullian ſaid, That Hereſies are propa- 
gated by the Platoniſts, by the Stoicks, by 
Epicures, by Heraclitus, by Zeno, by Ari#totl:, 
by Worldly Wiſdom. Orat. Ranoldi. 

Ludovicw Vives, Picus Mirandula, Hiero- 
»ymus Savonarola, taught, That Chriſtians 
were not to read Ariffotle and Plato, ex- 
cept very warily. Orat. Ranoldi. 

From the Philoſophy of Plato and 4. 
riftotle, peſtilent Errors firſt of all inve- 
ded, and have long poſſeſſed, and at this 
day do waſte the Chriſtian Church. Ora. 
Ranoldi. : 

The World is ſo bewitched by the De- 
luſions of Satan, that the Errors of Phi- 
loſophers, ' through vain and rotten Di- 


ſtinctions, are defended of thoſe called 
Chriſtians, in their Publick Aſſemblies; Þ 


hereby they have brought it to paſs, that 
the Faith of Chriſt hath no reſidence in 
the Hearts of many who profeſs him. 
Auguftin, in his Confeſſions, accounts 
Terrence a Comical Poet, unworthy to be 


read; and blames Grammarians for teach- 
ing of it. Orat. Ranoldi. This is accounted Þ 


a deli- 


1 tos # Buds Afunm= 1 . 


611 
a delicate Diſh now in Schools, though 
profeſſing Reformation. | | 
Philoſophers of old ſtained the Greek 
Church with various Errors; in this our 
| day, they have polluted all Italy with their 
| miſchievous Opinions; and I wifh it were 
but Italy only. Orat. Ranoldi. 
Far be it from us (faith Ferom, who 
lived about the Year 384.) that omnt- 
potent Jupiter, Meca for, and other Mon- 
ſters, rather than Gods, ſhould be heard 
out of the Mouth of a Chriſtian. Orat. 
| Ranoldi, And ſcarce any other thing rings 
in Schools now. 
In the Nicene Council of choſen Car- 
dinals, they called it a Grand and a De- 
ſtructive Abuſe, that Profeſſors of Philoſo- 
phy taught Wickedneſs in publick Schools. 
Orat. Ranoldi. n 
Under the Name of Natare (faith Au- 
guſtin of old) Enemies of Grace lie hid: 
So in our days, under the Name of Philo- 
by, the Enemies of Faith lie hid. Orat. 
Kanoldi. . | | 
Where Ariſtotle reigns, there Ungodlinets 
hath great Dominion. Orat. Ranoldi. 
What other thing did Julian the Apo- 
| tate, when he endeavoured to {weep + 
| Chriſtian Religion from off the face of 
the Earth, than provide that thoſe Opinions 
ſhould be taught, defended, and declaimed 
1Þ in Schools, which gain-ſaid Chriſtianity. 
» | Oat. Ranoldi. Maxi- 
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Maximinus, a Tyrannical Emperor, who 
reigned about the Year 3 36. was blamed by p 
Euſebius, becaufe he gave way, or wiſhed, I. 
| that thoſe things ſhould be taught and IN 
| learned in Schools, which were contrary 1 
| to ſound Godlineſs. Orat. Ranoldi. 
Ho foul a thing is it, that that may be 0 
fpoken againſt you, which Ambroſe ſpoke of W ;1 
the Arians, they have deſerted the Apoſtle, Nic 
ala ndl they follow Ariſtotle? Orat. Ranoldi. 7 
| No Honour nor Regard was given to the Nc 
Art of Poetry before: Moreover, it wa Wn 
accounted ſo Infamous, that if any Man p 
was inclinable to the Study thereof, he was N a; 
called a Robber. Polydor lib. 1. cap. 8. cb 
Hadrian Saraviah informs us, That the Nx 
Primitive Chriſtians had no Academica! 
Schools, like to theſe now a- days: Yet m 
there was one at Alexandria, where they Wy 
read only Divinity. 
We read not of any Univerſities among In 
the Waldenſes, Albigenſes, and Bobemians for N {- 
moſt of their Miniſters were Tradeſmen. pf 
| Chriſtians in the Primitive Times found a 
Sophiſters and Philoſophers to be the prin- 
cipal Enemies of Chriſtianity : Upon this ;y 
| account, they condemned all Heathen Þ Li 
| Learning, they condemned Comedies and 
| Tragedies, and other Poetical Writings; 
= judging, they did not conduce to folid Þ; 
| Knowledge. Herrald. animad. in Arnob. | 


Tertullian 


6 

Tertullian judged, that School- maſters 
profeſſing Learning, were guilty of great 
Idolatry, becauſe they only explained 
Names and Genealogies, and Fabulous. 
Acts of Heathen Gods. Tertul. de Idolatr. 

We fee (faith Gracian) that the Prieſts 
of the Lord, neglecting the Goſpel and 
the Prophets, they read Comedies, and 
love Verſes out of Bucolicks, they purſue 
Virgil; and what is a fin of inforced ne- 
cellity in Children, is become their delight: 
Doth he not feem to walk in Vanity, and 
Darkneſs of Mind, who vexes himſelf Day 
and Night in the Study of Logick, and 
charges his Memory with the diſtinct 
Knowledge of Verſes ? 2 

Petrus Bellonius faith, That there were 
many Chriſtians in Greece, but few Learned 
Men among them; becauſe they eſteemed. 
not of it as of neceſſity to Chriſtianity. 
In their Libraries were ſeveral Manu- 
ſeripts of Divinity; but no Hiſtorian, nor 
| Philoſopher, nor Poet, for theſe, were 
Anathematized. 
Neither the Greeks, nor the P:ickards, nor 
Maldenſes in Bohemia, did value Learning. 
Luth. de Inſtitutione Puerorum, fo 444 
| It was an Article exhibiced againſt ' 
| Joby Hus, Condemned at Conſtance, who 
ſuffer d as a Martyr, That Graduations. 
nd DoRorſhips in Univerſities and Col- 
edges, then in uſe, did conduce nothing, 
1 10. 


Monuments. 


The Council of Carthage had an expreſ 
thors. Conc. Carth. Diſt. cap. 37. 


Laſcivious Authors, as Cardan tell us, N 


ters of Chriſtianity. commanded all Poe 


burned. Mach. Diſp. lib. 2. cap. 5. 


rom, that he was a great Student in Latif 


brought in the Spirit to the Judgmenfj 


„ 
to the Church of Chriſt. Fox's Acts and 


Colledge- Doctors have for their Arm 
the Book with Seven Seals: And why! 
Becauſe they are skill'd in the Seven Li 
beral Art; which is Abſurd and Foolifh 
if not Blaſphemous : As though the Seva 
Liberal Arts, as Grammar, &c. could opa 
wr Book with Seven Scals; tis the Lam 
Only. f 


Canon againſt the reading of Heathen Ay 
Gregory, though a Pope, burnt ſever! 


ſap. lib. 2. 
In like manner Gregory Naxianxen, tl 
Father, ſuppreſſed ſeveral Greek Author: 
as Diphiles, Apollodorus, Philemon, Alexi 
Sappho, SC. - . 
Machivael teſtifies, That the firſt Prom 


and Hiſtorians, which treated of the G- 
riles vain Converſation and Worſhip, to Fl 


'Tis written by one in the Life of 7 
Greek, and Hebrew, Caldean, and Syri: 
Tongues, and much in love with Tal! 
Eloquence ; being in a Fever, he w. 


Seat of Chriſt ; being examined, he 1 
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He was a Chriſtian ; the Judge replyed, 
Thou ſeemeſt to be rather a Ciceronian, 
than a Chriſtian ; for where thy Treaſure . 
is, there is thy Life alſo: On this occaſion 
Ferom rejected Heathen Books and Fables, 
unprofitable and vain Studies; writing to 
Pope Damaſus, he reproved Eccleſiaſtical 
Perſons, for neglecting Holy Scriprures, and 
ſpending their Time in Heatheniſh Books 
and Fables. | 

Men of unqueſtionable Worth ( faith 

Dell) ſeeing the Evil of Spoiling Philoſo- 
phy, have ſpoken freely againſt Univer- 
ities ſtained thereby: Wicklif tells them, 
aſtra Cainitica, that is, Cain's Caſtle, Satan's 
Synagogues ; affirming, that they were never 
inſtituted by Chriſt. 
Fohn Hut, or Ortho Brunſelſius, if he ſet 
pur the Contents of the Chapter, calls 
chem Satrapas Antichriſti, the Lieutenants 
of Antichriſt. 

Luther, in his Book againſt Ambroſius Ca- 
harinus, faith, That Univerſities are an 
ppen Gate of Hell, and that therein the 
f oft choice Youth of Chriitian People are 
proſtituted, and caſt into the open Throat 
pf Hell, 

Further, he ſaith, That whoſoever firſt 
Wnſtitured and confirmed Univerſities, he 
Pas a Star fallen from Heaven to Earth, 
from the Goſpel of Chriſt ro Humane 


Learning. = 
| ” Melandt bon 


— —— 


Dinner and Muſick. 
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Melandt bon termed the Univerſities, Houſe ſ yu 
od ſaying further, That Students in th. 
niverſities, are not People of the Goſpel, Wan 
nor yet of the Law, but are the People of Wa 
Ariſtotle's Morals. | 
Object. Theſe ſpoke againſt Popiſh Univer. WH: 
fities, and they are otherwiſe now. Tr 
"Tis true ( faith Dell) the outward Form ph 
of | hg Popery is taken away from them, Wp 
as from the Nation; yet the inner part of aft 


it remains as before, the ſelf-ſame Statuts Whe 


of the Univerſities remain in force, which Wſoj 
were firſt given by Popiſh Founders. A-Wſcl 
gain, The fame Philoſophy of Heatheniln | 
is inſtilled now into Youth, as MAR darkel 
— of Popery ; the ſelf-lame Outward Aue 
and Antichriſtian Forms and Follies {il 
remain as in the darkeſt of Popery, even 

unto their Hoods, Caps, Scarlet- Robes iff | 
Doctrinal Rings, Gloves, their Doctoral 


To this day, preſently after their Diviſhi 
nity Acts, (faid this Dell) they have theiiiph 
Prevaricator ; a notable Varlet, picked out 
of the Univerſities, who in the preſence 


of all the Heads, Students, Scholars, andfj ng 


the great reſort of Miniſters and People 
at their Commencement ; Abuſes, Derideſ 
and Jeers all ſorts of Perſons, of all Agen 
Sexes, and Profeſſions ; ſuch Works of Leg 
Vity were never allowable among the Holj 
Men of God. Chriſt ſaid, Have Salt i 


yur 
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zar ſelves, Heavenly Wiſdom ; with which 
thoſe that are ſeaſoned, cannot but ſavour 
and comprehend ſuch things to be un- 
ſavoury. 

Tuſtin Martyr lived about the Year 150. 
He (as 'tis related in his Dialogue with 
Trypho) firſt joyned himſelf to that SeR of 
Philoſophers, called Stoicks, after ro the 
Peripateticks, after to the Pythagorean Sect, 
after to the Platoniſts; being Converted, 


he wholly left his Philoſophy, and Philo- 


ſophical Apprehenſions, and berook him- 
elf to the Scriptures; 15 

Con ſtamine the Emperor took care, that 
the Scriptures might be taught to People g 
judging it moſt meet, that Chriſtians fhould 
de inſtructed in the Faith of Chriſt, and not 
in Heatheniſh Philoſophy, Euſeb. lib. 4. 
Through this Conſtantine, the Sufferings 
of the Church vaniſhed; then Chriſtians 
grew more Caraal and Secure, even in 
this Days, and began to ſeek after ſpoiling 
Philoſophy ; yet in all Ages, God had 
ome Witneſſes againſt it. 

Berno, who lived in the Year 1008. Be- 
ang furniſhed with all forts of Learning, 
laid, That he for many Years had reject- 


Worldly Learning, as Dung, and was 
Wholly minded to fearch out Heavenly 
Things. Berno in Epiflola ad Magnifred. 


o | | 2 wing lus 


xd Poetical Fiftions, Heathen Hiſtorians, 


Light; ſaying, What he had learned before 


the Goſpel, and entertaining Philoſophy 


Univerſities and Colledges of the Learned 


„„ 
Zuinglius in his Youth was exerciſed in 


all forts of Learning : In the end he in. 
treated the Lord to vouchſafe him his own 


from Philoſophers, procur'd him much 
trouble; and he rejected Philoſophy, andWph; 
counted it as Dung. Zuingl. de weritaMhhe 
Verbi. | | 

Schools and Univerſities were at fit 
corrupted, by declining the pute Word o 


and Heathen Authors. Dell. | 

Matthias Parifienſis, a Bobemian by Na. ui 
tion, about the Year 1580. wrote a BoockWect 
againſt Antichrit; wherein he affirms, Tha ru 
Antichriſt had deceived and milled all, 


ſo that now, ſaith be, they teach no found 
thing, neither give they true Light uno, 
Chriſtians by their Doctrine. 1eryc. Flair 
Catal. Teſt. Veritat. | 
Antichriſt ( faith Jobn Hus) hath drawn 
Men aſide from the Wiſdom of God, re- 
pleniſhed with Salvation, and with the 
Holy Spirit, to the Prudence and Wiſdon|i 
of Men, and of the Princes of this World, 
De Antichrifto, cap. 30. | | 
Martin Luther (aid, Whoever it waz, 
whether Alexander of Hales, or Thomas 
Aquine, who rſt inſtiruted Univerſities, 
he was a Star fallen from Heaven ton: 
Earth, Luth. de Captiv. Babylon, | 


Aube 


1 
Abbas Foachim Calaber, about the Year 
1230. in his Commentary on Feremy, 
ſpeaks to this purpoſe, That the firſt An- 
gel, mentioned in Revelations the ninth, 
opens the Bottomleſs Pit, and brings forth 


philoſophy into the Church; and out of 


he Smoke of this Doctrine, proceed Lo- 
aſts; and theſe Locuſts, ſaid be, are School - 
men and Maſters, who ſometime uſe Flat- 
ery to deceive, ſometime Rigor to ſubvert 
he Simple and Unwary. 

The Lord ſtirr'd up Julian (faith he) to 
ut down Heathen Learning in Chriſtian 


rue Chriſtian Religion is not helped by 
umane Learning, fo neither is it hindred 
y the want of it. Rainold, in his Orations, 
aith the contrary of this Julian; but Times 
ind Ends being conſidered, they are eaſily 
(cconciled. 

The Queen of the South neglecting the 
Magi, Philoſophers, Heathen Wiſe Men, 
ime from the utmoſt parts of the Earth 
to hear Wiſdom of Solomon; but Schools 
and Univerſities leave Chriſt, greater than 
Solomon, in whom are all Treaſures of Wilſ- 
tom and Knowledge, and ſeeks Know- 


95 &c. Dell. . | ; 
| Socrates Scbolaſticus ſaith, That for Chri- 


schools, that it might appear, that as the 


Iedge from the Heathen, as Ariſtotle, Pla- 


ſtians thorougbly to imbibe the Learning 
bf the Heathen, it can no way advantage 
; Chriſtian | 
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Chriſtian Religion; for it is not without 
danger, for Chriſtians to be inſtructed in 
Hleathen Learning, becauſe it teacheth | 
ny of Gods, that there are mary$ 
Gods, lib. 3. cap. 14. 33 

My Advice i (faith Lutber ) that Youth 
ſhun —_— and School Divinity, 2 
the Death of the Soul. Tom. 2. fol. 434. 

It is an Error to ſay, that a Divine js 
not made without Axiſtotle, rather a Divine 
is not made, unleſs that be done without 
Ariffotle. Luth. Tom. 1. fol. 10. 

I truly judge, that our Exgiiſh- Mau“ 
Wickliff was a Wiſe Man; who firſt of all 
as far as I know, ſaw that Univerſities were 
Satan's Synagogues. Melandt bon. 

Seeing Chriſt inſtituted not thoſe Uni. 
verſities (faith Milli) or Colledges, i 
ſeems evident, that they, as Graduation 
in them, are vain Heatheniſm brought in; 
in token of this, both Collegiates and 
other Graduates ſeek themſelves. Thi 
Wickliff was Maſtex of Baliol-Colledge int 
Oxford, Wickliff in ſpeculo Militantis Ei. E 
cleſiæ, cap. 26. = 

We muſt make inquiry of School in 
maſters, and other Profeſſors of Learning 
teaching Heathen Gods, their Names, Ge. 
nealogies, and Fables: Tea, we need no 
doubt, but that they are guilty of Idols. 
try of divers ſorts, Tertul. de Idolatr. .* 


\ 1 
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A Chriſtian School- maſter, by his fre- 
uent reading of Poets, Defilements of 
ols, he ſeems to allow of theſe things. 
egaltins in Tertullianum. | 
Socrates drove out of the City lewd 
emons, and Atchievers of Naughtineſs, 
andled by Poets; and he taught Men to 
un Homer, and other Poets; and he ex- 
orted them after the ſearch of the Living 
9d, whom they were ignorant of. Fuſtins 
o Cbriſtiani apologio prima. 
Abſtain from all Heathen Books, faith | 
lemens Romanus; ſaying further, What is | 
anting in the Law of God, that thou 4 
ould'ſt apply thy Mind unto Heathen | 1 
i2 
iY 


ibles? Lib. 1. cap. 6. 
What Madneſs poſſeſſes the Minds of 
len, that they ſhould regard Jupiter; 
hom they do not only know to be an 
ngodly Man, Wicked, Profane, Whoriſh, | 
Patricide ; but alſo ſing to him on the | 
age? The Ancients denied theſe things; | 
ut now, through a pretence of inſtruct- * 
g Youth, the Knowledge of theſe things 1 
ſo incorporated in tender and ſimple 4 
llinds, as that the ſame can ſcarce, by any i 
Fay or means, be rid out of them. Recog- | 
t. Clement. lib. 10, 5 9 
Auguſtin, Biſhop of Hippo, commanded 1 
L 


Poetry to be driven out of the City of 
pod; ſo alſo did Etbnick Plato, out of 1 
Bs Common- wealth: Cicero * 4 
| : lame H 
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ſame to be E&wtertained, Cor. Agrip. De way, 
Soient. : * 

Auguſtin called Heathen Poetry the Wine 
of Error, drunk of drunken Doctors. 

Ferom called it the Meat of Devils. 

Logick is nothing but the Art of Con. 
tention and Darkneſs, whereby all other 
Sciences are made more obſcure, and more 
hard to be known. Cornel. Agrip. de wanitat 
Scientiarum. 5 

Almoſt all the Rabble of Scholars, buſied 
in the Inventions of Philoſophers; or 80. 
phiſters, ſeems to do no more, than leam 
to commit Error, and to make the Trug 
more obſcure, or to loſe the fame. Cornel 
Agrip. de vanitate Scientiarum. 

Queen Elizabeth enjoyned, That School. 
' maſters ſhould accuſtom their Scholars re. 
verently to learn ſuch Sentences of Scrip. 
ture, as ſhould be moſt expedient to in 
duce them to all Godlineſs. OY 

Tindal a Martyr, ſaid, Whoſoever ot. 
dained Univerſities, be it Alexander ( 
Hales, Thomas Aquinas, or any other, ht 
Was a Star fallen from Heaven to Earth; 
for there are brought in (ſaith he) Ms 
ral Vertues for Faith, Opinions for Truth, 
and faid, They were a confuſed Cloud 
Tindal of the R:welation of Antichrift. 
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A Memento 70 Sc bool. maſters and Tutors, to 
turn from Heathen to the Godly and Chriſtian 


_ Chriſtian Schools, and how the ſame came 
to be corrupted, 


of Youth, in Schools and Colledges ! 

Let me come nearer unto you; tis not 

Schools, but Corrupting, Spoiling, and 

8 Abuſes therein managed, I ſpeak 
againſt, 

2 could ſay, We cannot any wiſe do 
the Common- wealth more ſervice, than by 
teaching and inſtrutting Youth; provided 
(faith he) it be in the Knowledge of the 
Lord, of his Creation, of favoury and ne- 


Let me tell you, I oppoſe not Teaching, 
or Learning of Languages, as of Latin, 
Greek, or Hebrew, &c. Knowing there 
may be a ſervice therein, for the manage- 
ment of Foreign Tranſactions, and Nego- 
tiations, and Correſpondence with other 


Nations: But it being that all ſavoury and 


found Knowledge relates primarily to God, 
| /<condarily to the Cowie of the Crea. 
ion, and of the uſeful and neceſſary Im. 

5 H ployments. 


Education of Youth ; as alſo, of the Riſe of 


Ow, O School-maſters, and Inſtructers 


ceſſary Things, and uſeſul Accompliſhments, 


A 
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ployments. My Teſtimony is, That Chil. 
dren ſhould be inſtructed in the aforeſaid, 
in the fear of the Lord, it being the Door 
of Heavenly Wiſdom. 

How precious were it, if their Souls, like 
-Gideon's Fleece, did drink up betime the 
Pearly Dew of Divine Grace and Heavenly 
Vertue. *Tis honourable (faith Ambroſe } 
for Youth to be found in the fear of the 
Living God; 'tis the Devil, his Books, and 
his Wiſdom, which is Earthly, Senſual, and 
Deviliſh, I ſpeak againſt ; if in learning of 
Languages, uſeful, profitable and neceſſary 
matter were learned, a double advantage 
would accrue unto the Learner : Cannor 
Languages be learned, except in the De- 
vil's Books and Arts? 

I reſtifie, that all Laſcivious Poems, Wan- 
ton Comedies, Vain Tragedies, Frivolous 
Fables, Inchanting Orations, Spoiling Phi- 
loſophy, Pagan Ethicks, Phyſicks, and Me- 
taphyſicks, now taught in Chriſtian Schools, 
are the muddy ſtreams of the Lying Spirit, 
and to be denied by ſerious Chriſtians. 

You may read, that the Patriarchs before 
the Law, taught their Children and Houl- 
Holds, to walk in the ways of the Lord; they 
taught them not Heatheniſm, nor Serpen- 
tine Inventions, Gen. 18. 17, 19. 
Under the Moſaical Diſpenſation, the 
Prophets had Schools, wherein they taught 
Youth the Knowledge of the Lord, 1 

TE Bo 


85 Nell crnioievad + 
% . E F nn _ 2 
N IO 1 a; a; Fe Un R — B a * 
L r RÄ 


„ 1 nenn 


5 


rr e / ((o.. 


C75] 


Book of Moſes and the Prophets then ex- 
tant; they taught no Heatheniſh Learning, 
no Egyptian Philoſophy, nor the Smeragdine 
Table of Hermes Triſmegiſtus, during the 
continuance of that Miniſtration. 

Oh that there were ſuch an Heart in Iſrael, 
(ſaid the Lord) to fear me, and to keep all 
my Commandments always, that it might go 
well with them, and with their Children for 
ever, Deut. 5. 29. 

Solomon, Wile in the Wiſdom of God, 


faid, Train up a Child in the way be ſhould 
go, and when be à old, he will not depart from 
itt, Prov. 22.6. He ſhould go in the Way 


of Holineſs, in which the Ranfomed of the 
Lord walk, with Songs of Deliverance in 


| their Mouths : Children are to be trained 


up in the Lord's Way; not in Heatheniſm, 
Serpentine Inventions, Heathen Philoſophy, 
Laſcivious Comedies and Tragedies, Frivo- 
lous Fables; theſe things are in the Devil's 
way: I ſaw it in the Glaſs of Immortality, 
in the Sin-diſcovering Diſpenſation of the 
Almighty, that ſuch as teach 5 

they are Satan's Cooks, preparing a deadly 
Diſh; Satan's Butlers, making Youth drunk 


with the Cup of Abomination and Forni- 
Cation; a ruſty Channel, through whom a 


ſtream of Folly enters into choſe commit- 


| ted to their Charge; which nothing but 
2 Divine Rod can drive out, Prov. 22.15. 
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David, the ſweet Singer of Jrael, en- 
quired, ſaying, Wherewith ſhall a young Man 
cleanſe bis Way? In taking heed thereto, ac- 
cording to thy Word, Pſal. 119. 9. He com- 
mends young Men to the Word, the Word 
of Faith, of Patierice, of Reconciliation, of 
Vivification, that they may be cleanſed and 
purified thereby; he commends them not 
to Paganiſm, Ethnick Education, Spoiling 
Philofophy. 

The Lord (faith the holy Man of God) 
etabliſhed a Teſtimony in Jacob, and ordained 
4 Law in Iſrael, which he commanded our 
Fathers, that they ſhould teach their Children; 
that Children which ſhould be born, ſhould ſtand 
p and declare it to their Children, Pal. 78. 
5, 6. The Teſtimony and Law of the Lord, 
was to be propagated and taught to Young 
and Old in that Diſpenſation, the Wiſdom 
of God, which cauſes the Face to ſhine, and 
fills the inward Parts with joyful Melody ; 
not Serpentine Wiſdom, the Wiſdom of this 
World, the Dictates of the Infernal Dragon, 
drowning Men in Perdition. 

Further, The Lord ſaid, Learn not the 
way of the Heathen, Jer. 10. 2. Now all 
Heathen Philoſophy, Ethicks, Phyſicks and 
Metaphyſicks, Heathen Poets, Comedies, 
Tragedies, and Fables, are the way of the 
Heathen, ſo not to be learned; the Lan- 
guage of the Serpent to be rejected. When 
Iſrael was ſtained with the Inventions of 
the 


; 2 

the Heathen, the Lord raiſed Complaints 

againſt them, Pſal. 106. 3 

Ass the holy Men of God, in the Patri- 

archal and Moſaical Diſpenſations, through 

the Shield of Faith, fenc'd out the Wiſdom 

of the Fleſh : So in the Evangelical Diſpen- 

ſation, the Diſciples and Apoſtles of the 

Lamb kept the fame, and laboured in the 

Vertue and Strength of Divine Abilities, 

commited to them, to bring them to Chriſt, 
the Magazine, Repoſitory, and Store-houſe 

of Heavenly Wiſdom and Knowledge. 
Chriſt Jeſus (faith Hoſpinian de Origine 

Scholarum ) inſtituted the tirſt Academy in | 

the New Teſtament, and called Twelve Diſ- 

ciples, whom he diligently inſtructed in 0 

Heavenly Doctrine; he taught them no 't 

Heathen Philoſophy, nor Traditions of 

As --:--5 bh 
After the Reſurrection of Chriſt, the Apo- f | 

ſtles being well confirmed in his School, 4 | 

and furniſhed with the Gifts of the Holy 

Spirit, went out into the World, according 

to Chriſt's Command, and commended ” 

unto others what they had learned of 

| Chriſt, Hofoinian. Mat. 28. 19, 20. Go, and 

teach all Nations, &c. Teaching them to obſerve. 

| all things, whatſoever I bave command you : 

What, and only what they received from 

Chriſt; That, and only that, they were to. 

teach others; but no Heathen Philoſophy, 

+ nor Traditions of Men, dropped out cb 

H3 their 
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their Mouths; but their living Concern 


was, to bring them to learn of Chriſt, the 
Wiſdom of God, and to witneſs Salvation, 
and Eternal Liſe through him. 

Further, Paul ſaid to Timothy, What things 
thou haſt heard of me, in the preſence of many 
Witneſſes, the ſame deliver to faithful Men, 
which ſhall be able to teach others alſo, 2 Tim. 
2. 2. Hoſp. But we read not, that Timoth; 
taught Heathen Philoſophy to any; which 
plainly demonſtrates, that Timothy received 
no ſuch thing from Paul, tho' he had been 
brought up at the feet of Gamaliel. | 

Further, Paul, who had the mind of Cbriſt, 
writing to Fathers, in the behalf of Chil. 
dren, ſaid, And ye Father:, provoke not your 
Children to Wrath, but bring them up in the 
Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, Eph. 6. 4. 
Not in wanton Poets, Comedies, Tragedies, 
Fables, the ways of the Heathen. 

The Primitive Biſhops or Elders ( faith 
one) had tender regard unto the Children 
of Chriſtians, and taught them, as well as 


the People, the Knowledge of God in 


Chriſt 5 and rejected vain Philoſophy, and 
Traditions of Men, till the Myſtery of 
Iniquity began to infinuate it ſelf among 
them, by the means of Humane Learning. 
A School in Alexandria was iffituted, 


not very long after the Apoſtles Days; 
for about the Year 182. one Pantenmw, 


brought up among the Heathen- Stoick 
3 Philo- 


179 J 
philoſophers, moderated that School; 
whereby the Doctrine of Chriſt quickly 
ſpread over the face of the Earth, exerciſe 
in Scripture flouriſhed among them; at 
length he travelled as far as India, to con- 
firm them in the Faith of Chriſt, Euſeb. 
lib. 5. Hoſpinian, we read not that he bred 
them up in, Heathen Philoſophy, Poets, Co- 

medies, Tragedies, Fables, &c. 
Afterwards (faith this Hoſpinian) Mo- 
naſteries were built through Europe, not 
through an Opinion of any Merit, or 
through any Superſtition, neither that 
they ſhould be Stews of lewd Fellows; 
but that they might be as Schools, in 
which not Children only, but ſuch as 
were grown up, might be inſtructed: in 
Piety, Religion, and Heavenly Doctrine; 
ſo to be capacitated for Convincing, Con- 
verting, and Building up of others in the 
ſaving Knowledge of the Lord. 
But as Jobn foreſaw a Star fall from 
Heaven unto the Earth, to whom the Key 
of the Bottomleſs Pit ſnould be given, and 
that a Smoke ſhould ariſe out of the pit, 
Erronecus Doctrines, Humane Traditions, . 
Heathen Learning, Spoiling Philoſophy, 
whereby the Sun and the Air ſhould be 
darkned, the Purity of the Primitive 
Church, and of Schools, ſhould be ſpoil- 
ed, Rev. 9. Now, as this was fulfilled, the 
Study of true Divinity (faith this Hoſpinian ) 
began 
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began by little and little to grow cold, to 
be aboliſhed, and altogether to vaniſh in 
theſe Monaſteries or Schools; then they 
invented new Opinions concerning Merits, 
Invocation of Saints, of the Pope's Supre- 
macy, of Purgatory, of Tranſubſtantiation; 
this School- Divinity taking root and 
ſpreading, the Minds of the, ample were 
intangled and infnared ; the Placeats or 
Opinions of the Roman Popes, the Writings 
of Ariſtotle, his Metaphyſicks, &c. had ingreſs 
into Schools. Thus Heavenly Wiſdom being 
turned from, the Smoke of the Pit, Earth- 
ly Wiſdom, Heathen Learning ſteamed into 
the Churches and Schools, through which 
to this day they are clouded, ftained and 

corrupted, ROMs 
But in reference to the Divinity-School 
of Alexandria; By little and little it ſo de- 
generated, and loſt the Heavenly Savour, 
as that there hath not been ( ſaith the Au- 
thor of the Book called the Naked Truth) 
a greater Plague to Chriſtian Religion than 
School-Divinity ; from which ſprung forth 
Damnable Hereſies, overſpreading all Chri- 

endom. | 1 
Whence did Paulus Samoſetanu derive his 
Venemous Hereſies againſt the Son of God, 
but from Plotinus, and his Philoſophick Diſ- 
put at ions in the School of Alexandria? 

Did not Arius, a Presbyter of the Church 
of Alexandria, imbibe or drink up his Blaſ- 
5 phemy 


[ 831 ] 
phemy againſt the Divinity of Chriſt, out 
of rhe Divinity-School of Alexandia, about 
the Year 300? From him ſprung the Arians, 
who over-ran all Chriſtendom... 

Origen alſo, and after him Pelagius, deri- 
ved their Peſtilent Errors againſt'the.Grace 
of God out of the ſame School. 

_ Thus after the Apoſtles times, the Wiſ⸗ 
dom from above being turned from, the ' 
_ Wiſdom that is from below being enter- fy 

tained in Churches and Schools, the Apo- mk 
ſtacy and Fall from the primitive Order, ( 
Life, and ſoundneſs in Doctrine and Con- 
verſation, was brought forth. 

If the Pattern of the Primitive Church, 
rooted and grounded in Heavenly Wiſdom, 
Heavenly Philoſophy, (ſaith. 7 5eoph. Gale) 
had been obſerved, neither Origen, nor Arius, 

nor Pelagius, nor Socinus, nor the School men, 
nor any of that Company, had been over- 
whelmed in ſo many Monſtrous Errors. 

Many of the Primitive Doctors and Fa- 
thers (ſaith the Author of the Book called 

| the Naked Truth) being converted from 

| Heatheniſm, greatly skill'd in Natural Phi- 
loſophy, Antiquity, Hiſtory, Subtil Logick, 
or Sophiſtry, were unwilling to abandon 
their long-ſtudied and beloved Sciences, ſo 
called; fo tranſlated them into Chriſtianity, 
applying their School-Terms, Diſtinctions, 

Syllogitms, to Divine Matters; fo defaced. . 

Chriſlian Knowledge. 
| 1 Thus 
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Thus, through the ſteaming in of Hea- 
theniſm into Church and School, the pure, 
ſound, ſavoury Education of Youth in the 
Knowledge of the Lord, was loſt; and a 
depriving, ſpoiling, corrupting Education 
entred in, out of lewd Poems, Comedies, 
Tragedies, Fables, Spoiling Philoſophy, con- 
tinued yet in Cbriſtendom. I doubt not (faith 
our Country-Man Dell) but ſome Men ſhew 
more Care and pains to teach a Colt to 


Pace and Amble, than they do to inſtruct 


their Children to walk in the way of God's 
Commandments. 

Further, You Maſters in Schools and 
Colledges, who inſtruct Youth in Prophane 
Authors, Arts and Sciences, as the Lamp 
of Eternity is lighted in you, you will fee 
you have been dancing after the Pope's Pipe, 
yea, after the S!rpent's Pipe, the Author of 
Heatheniſm. . : 

You may read, that in the time of the 
Saxon Heptarchy, Auſtin the Monk, with 
others, Came from Rome into this Nation ; 
3nd the Faith, and School-Education of 
Papal Rome was received by the Saxons, 
ſo that many Authors came into our 


Schools, by and through them, which are 


yet Continued. 5 | 
Sigebert, King of the Eaſt- Angles, having 
learned in France the manner of their 


Schools, with aſſiſtance of ſome Teachers 


out of Kent, inſtituted after the ſame Dit- 
cipline, 


[YT 
cipline, the Univerſity of Cambridge, then- 
firſt founded about the Year 630. This 
Sigebert afterward changed his-Royal Robe 
for a Hood. 

About the Year 668. by means of Theo- 
dore, a learned Greekiſh Monk of Tarſus, 
whom Pope Vitalian had ordained Biſhop 
| of Canterbury, the Greek and Latin Tongue, 
with other Liberal Arts, as Arithmetick, 
Muſick, Aſtronomy, &c. began firſt to flou- 
riſn among the Saxons, ſaith Milton. 

By the Council of Four Monks, Scholars 
of Bede, (faith Dell) to wit, Rabanus, Al- 
binus, Claudius, and Jobn Scotus, the Uni- 
verfity, which had been tranſlated from 
Aibeus to Rome, was tranſlated by Charles 
the Great from Rome to Pars, about the 
Year 79r. | 
Thus Cambridge was made an Univer- 
ſity by King Sigebert of the Romiſh Faith, 
and the Lectures there were begun by 
Four Monks; Fryar Ode read Grammar, 
Tericus read Ariſtotle's Logicks, Fryar Wil- 
lam read Tully's Rhetorick, Dilſebert read 
Divinity to them on Sundays and Saints- 
days, ſo called. 3 | 
About the Year 895. King Aled, thro' 

the perſwaſion of Monk Neotus, made Ox- 
ford a publick Univerſity, and appointed. 
Maintenance for the Profeſſors of Learning 
there; as. ſaith Georg. Lilius in Chren, Britt. 


2 After 
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After both theſe places of Literature 
were made or confirmed Univerſities in 
Edward the Firſt his time, by the Court of 
Rome, as Robert Remington athrms. 

The very Names of the Colledges diſ- 
cover their Founders, as Chriſt's Colledge, 
Feſus Colledge, Immanuel Colledge, Trinity 
Colledge, Corpus Chriſti, that is, Chriff"s- Body 
Colledge, and one in Oxferd for the help of 
all Dead Souls, and for their Reſcue out 
of Purgatory, called All Souls Colledge. 
Now how theſe Collegians ſhew forth 
the Spirit of Chriſt by their Fruits, and 
how their Deportment is to ſuch as in 

Faith and Patience wait for the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, and the Righteouſneſs thereof; 
or Whether they be as the Lily among the 
Thorns, or as the Thorns, I leave another 
Pen to diſcover, 

Univerſities, to gain the greater profit to 
:hemſelyes, give divers Degrees and Titles, 
28 Bac belors of Arts, Maſters of Arts, Bacbe- 
vert of Divinity, Daftors of Divinity; whereby 
{ſaith Dell) they gain Honour, Reverence, 
and Reputation, among all that are under 
the Deluſion of Antichriſt: True it is, 4 
principio non ita fait ;, Twas not fo from 
the beginning, till the Star fell from Hea- 
yen to Earth, and the Smoke aroſe out ot 
ihe Pit, darkning Sun and Air, theſe things 
Were not; in Seven Years, in Urniverlſitics 
they are Maſters of Art, as an Apprentice is 

| | Niaſter 
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Maſter of his Trade, having ſerved Seven 
Years: Papiſts made their Miniſters in theſe 
places, as the Proteſtants do now ; the 
Philoſophy there taught now, is the ſame 
that the Heathen Roman Emperors ſet up; 
they cauſed to be taught Grammar and Lo- 
gick, and moſt of the Seven Arts, as now. 

The Vice-Chanchellor admitting a Bat- 
chelor of Divinity to his Degree, uſes theſe 
words, We admit thee to preach all the Apoſto- 
lical Epiſtles, in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Spirit, But, 

Admitting a Doctor of Divinity to his 
Degree, he faith, We admit thee to preach 
all the Sacred Scriptures, both of the Old and 
of the New Teſtament, in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spi- 
rit, cap. 20. de Ceremonizs in gradibus Con- 
ferendis. Zuinglius. _— 

In the Primitive Times, ſuch as were 
called of the Lord, they waited for Hea- 
venly Abilities, to be capacitated to beget 
others into the Life of Righteouſneſs, 
and to build them up in the moſt Holy 
Faith; they did not ambitiouſly affect Ti- 


tles out of the God-ſerving Life; the Pha- _ 
iſees were guilty of this, as formal Chri- 
ſtians were. After the ingreſs and inrode 


of Apoſtacy, Zuinglius on Mat. 23. ſaid, 
Thou here heareſt, that the Titles of Ma- 
ers and Doctors, are not of God, becauſe 
Chriſt torbids this thing; and thoſe FRES 
| | that 
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that are not of God, nor of Chriſt, they 
are of Antichriſt; ſo to be denied by ſuch 
as are Branches of the true Vine. Further, 
_ Wilſon, in his Compleat Chriſtian Dictionary, 
ſaid, That ambitious ſeeking after Titles 
ought to be eſchewed. 

Object. In the Apoſtles days there were 


ſeveral Titles, as Evangeliſts, Apoſtles, Pro- 


phets, Paſtors, Doctors. 

Anſw. True it is; but theſe, and the reſt 
made uſe of, or mentioned in the Ne» 
Teſtament, were ſignificant Names, Names 
of Office, befitting and expreſling the Wor; 
they were called unto, and concerned in, 
as I might particularize; as for Doctor, it 
might more properly be tranſlated Teacher; 
fo a Name of Office. Wickliſt, touching 
this thing, faid, A Name of Office ditfer: 
much from the Name of a School Degrec 
brought in by the Heathen. Wickliff in Sc. 
mone Domini in Monte. 

While the Primitive Purity, Life, Power, 
Faith, and Order was kept, he that mini- 
ſtred, he was to do it out of the Ability 


which God gave, 1 Pet. 4. 11. The Powe: Þ 
of the Miniſtry was derived from the pure 
Spring of Divine Ability; but this Ability 
being loſt, Schools were crected, Heathen I; 
Learning was entertained; where Men are 
Qualified now for the Miniſtry, this mud-F; 
dy Lake, open in Rome-Heathen, ſteamed Þ 
into Apoſtatized Rome-Chriſtian, drunk up] 
in 


in Proteſtant Countries and Kingdoms 
now. | 

To draw to a Concluſion, 'You Teachers 
of Schools and Colledges, it being that the 
ſpacious Fabrick of the World being finiſh- 


ed, God looked upon every thing that be had 


made, and behold it was very good, Gen. 1. 
31. Were it not more God-like, more 
Chriſtian-like, to inſtru&t Youth in the 
Knowledge of God, whom to know is 
Life Eternal, and in the Knowlege of his 


neceſſary things, than in the Knowledge of 
Heathen Arts and Sciences, brought in by 
the Serpent, which in every Age and Ge- 


neration, the Holy Men of God, yea, and 


uch as have lived in the Mid-night of Apo- 


ſtacy, with ſome Glimpſes of Divine Light 


in their Goſhen, bare Teſtimony againſt, as 


the fore-mentioned Teſtimonies, with others. 


that might have been ſubjoyned, ſufficient- 
hy evidence? 
David, in the Wiſdom of God, faid, 


ut of all them that have pleaſure there- 
in, Pfal. 111. 2. Such as have pleaſure in 
the Lord, cannot but have pleaſure in his 
Works. Now you that make Heatheniſm 
your Concern, you neither have pleaſure 
in the Lord, nor in his Works, which are 

very good. eee : 


in} Wy Further,, 


Works, being very good, and uſeful and 


| The Works of the Lord are wonderful, ſought 
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Further, David, in the Conſideration of 
the Lord, broke our, ſaying, Lord, how mani- 
fold are thy Works ! In Wiſdom thou baſt made 
them all; the Earth full of thy Riches : So 
is the great and wide Sea alſo, wherein are 
things creeping innumerable, both ſmall and 
great Beaſts, Pſalm 104. 24, 25. If Man 
ſhould live the Days of Methuſelah, who 
lived Nine Hundred Sixty Nine Years, yet 
is the Lord, the Book of Life, and the 

Book of Creation, ſufficient for his Obſer- 
vation : I tell you in downright Terms, 
the Lord made Man to eye him, and his 
Creation; but the Serpent diſlocating Man, 
brought him to eye him, and his Products, 
viz. Comedies, Tragedies, Fables, Spoiling 
PhiloſJphz, Pagan Ethicks, Phyſicks, and 
Metaphy licks; fo fee what you do, and 
where you are. 

Raino!d, in his Orations, ſaid, He is to 
be accounted a Wiſe Man, who knows 
things that are profitable; not he that 
knows many things. 

Now if Languages muſt be learned, 
were it not more Chriſtian-hke, that out 
of Latin, G. Books for that purpoſe 
provided, Children and Youth read the 
Natures of Trees, Birds, Beaſts, Fiſh, Ser- 
pents, Inſects, Earths, Metals, Salts, Stones, 
vulgar and precious; as alſo Rules for 
Gardening, Agriculture, Grazing of Cattc|, 
Buildings, Navigation, Arithmetick, Geo- 
| graphy, 


ern , 
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graphy, Chronology, ſound Hiſtory, Me- 
dicine, knowledge in Law, improvement 
of Lands, Chyrurgery, Traffick Govern- 
ment, ordering of Bees, propagation of 
Plants, by Roots, Seeds, Slips, Layers, 
Suckers, by Grafting, Inoculating, Imp- 
ing, and of Geometry, which one Proclus 
aſcribes to the Egyptians, who (the River 
Nilus now and then overflowing, con- 
founding and diſordering their Land- 


marks) found out the uſe and benefit of 


Geometry; by means of which, every one 
came to be ſettled in their former and 
proper Right? I ſay, were it not more 
Chriſtian-like, that Children and Youth 
were inſtructed in the Knowledge of the 
Lord, of his Creation, and of neceſſary 
and uſcful things, whereby they might be 
qualified. for the help, benefir, and advan- 


tage of others, in their reſpective Gene- 


rations, than to be trained up in Laſcivious 


Poems, Wanton Comedies, Fooliſh Trage- 


dies, Frivolous Fables, Heathen Orations, 
Pagan Philoſophy, being the Language of 
the old Serpent, and of the Smoke which 
darkned Sun and Air, after the Primitive 
Times? Certainly (faith Baptifia van Hel- 


mont, in his Phyſick Refined) I could wiſh, 


that the Spring of Young-Men might not 


hereafter be ſeaſoned with ſuch Trifles 
and Lying Sophiſtry, they would learn 
in the Seven Years, Arithmetick, Mathe- 


maticks, 


— 
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maticks, Geography; with the Circum- 
ſtances of Seas, Rivers, Springs, Moun- 
tains, Provinces, Minerals; the Property 
and Cuſtom of Nations, Plants, Living 
Creatures, &c. | 
So, by way of Recapitulation, let me 
tell you, The Knowledge of the Lord, of 
his Creation, and of uſeful and neceſſary 
things, I ewn, and defire propagation 
thereof; ſeeing in meaſure Man's State 
and Concern, before Abbadon, Apollyon, the 
Deſtroyer, prevailed ; but the Knowledge 
introduced by the Old Serpent, his Wil- 
dom, his Poems, his Comedies, Tragedies, 
Spoiling Philoſophy, Heathen Ethicks, 
Phyficks, Metaphyſicks, as depriving and 
corrupting Youth, I utterly deny. Take 
the Teſtimony of the Reformer, Martin 
Lutber, who ſaid, 

*It is a ſerious thing, a weighty thing, 
that Youth be inſtructed in a Godly and 
in a Chriſtian manner. 


Object. Did# not thou teach all uſual 


School- Authors ? How comeſ# thou thus to in- 
weigh again(# them? 


J Anſwer, True it is, I taught theſe 


things, being deeply plunged in the Wa- 
ters of- Marab, Waters of Bitterneſs ; but 
I fouhd no Peace therein, but alway: 


entering into the Chamber of Seriouſneſs, 


and communing with the Lord in his 


Diſpenſation of Grace to me committed, 
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I found the Mouth of Heaven open againſt 
them, I ſaw them as the full and loath- 
ſome matter of an Ulcer, as the Waters 
of Babylon, tranſporting into the Region 
of the ſhadow of Death, Spiritually a 
dead Sea, in which no Man can live unto 
God; and though I uſed them, after 1 
knew them to be evil, I had no peace 
therein, but waited for a Deliverance, de- 


tiring of the Lord I might not die there- 


in, in that Heatheniſh Muddy Concern ; 
but he delivered me from the Bewitch- 
ings of that Dalilab: In fecret Retire- 
ments, ſpiritual Reſignation, the Abomina- 
tion and Inchantments of the aforefaid is 
more and more diſcovered : I have put 
off that Coat, and have entertained a Re- 


ſolution, never more to put it on; I have 


waſhed my Feet, how ſhall I be defiled 
therewith 2 You that are bound with the 
Delights, Bewitchings, or Profits of Hea- 


theniſm, of the Seven Liberal Arts, or of 


any Inventions of the Serpent, as Sampſon 
was bound with Seven Green Withs, which 
he broke as a Thread of Tow, when it 
toucheth the Fire; I tell you the Truth, 


as it is in Jeſus. As the Light which ſhines - 


in Darkneſs, ariſes out of Darkneſs, and 
Clears your Underſtandings, and gives you 


the Knowledge of the Excellency of Hea- 


venly Wiſdom, and of the danger of the 
Wiſdom from below; in the F 
[ 18, 
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this, and in Heavenly Strength received 
in it, you will break aſunder the Seven 
Green Withs of the Bewitching Delights 
of Heatheniſm, of Heathen Learning, and 
bear Teſtimony for an Education of Youth 
in the Knowledge of the Lord, and of 
the Creation, and of neceſſary things, ex- 
pedient for the accompliſhment of Youth 
for lawful and honeſt Service in their 
reſpective Generations, wherein, as the 
Lord opens a Door, and Encouragement 
is given, I am ready to be ſerviceable ; 
being raiſed to that Hope, that Babylon 
muſt fall; as in the Particular, ſo in the 
General, and her Merchants ceaſe Trading 
in her proud Wares; and that the Know- 


ledge, which is Heaven-bred, muſt cover 


the Earth, as Water covers the Sea; and 
that the Wiſdom which is. from below, 
muſt be ſcoured away, as Clouds before 
the Wind: So be wiſe, and not Pillars to 
ſupport that putrified Structure, which the 
Lord is riſen to overturn: 'Tis not Learn- 
ing, but unlawful Learning ; not Schools, 
but Abuſes and Corruptions thereinto 
crept, that this Teſtimony is againſt, a: 
the Intelligent Reader may underſtand. 


CHAP. vi 
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CHAP, VL 


Laſtly, A few Queries [aberly Propoſed to the 
Conſideration of ſuch as teach Heathen Au- 
thors in Chriſtian Schools, 


T Adam and his Poſterity had kept the 

State of Innocency, whether ever had 
we had wanton Poets and Poems, Laſcivi- 
ous Comedies, Feigned Tragedies, Frivolous 
Fables, Spoiling Philoſophy; yea, or nay ? 

2. Whether it ought to be the Concern 
of School-maſters, as of Miniſters, to era- 
dicate, or propagate, what was introduced 
by the Author of the Fall ? 

3. Whether to have Teachers in every 
Pariſh, Vi & Arms, as by Force of Arms, 
to drive Heatheniſm into Youth, be the 
way to eradicate the fame?”"$%. 

4. Whether Man was not created to eye 
his Creator, and the Creation? 

5. Whether the Serpent, prevalent over 
Man, laid not the Foundation of another 
Kingdom? 

6. Whether Wanton Poems, Laſcivious 
Comedies and Tragedies, Frivolous Fables, 
poiling Philoſophy, taught in Schools, be 
not the Language of the Kingdom? 

7. Whether it be not a ſhame to Chriſtian 
Schools and Colledges, that Languages can- 


not, 
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not, or are not, taught without being be. 
holden to the Heathen ? | 

8. Whether wanton Poems, Comedies, 
Tragedies, Fables, Spoiling Philoſophy, 
were taught to Youth in the Primitive 
Church, before the fall of the Star from 
Heaven ? 

9. Whether wanton Poems, laſcivious 
Comedies, Tragedies, Fables, ſpoiling Phi. 
loſophy, be not of the Smoke that aroſe 
out of the Bottomleſs Pit, which darkned 
the Sun and Air ? 

10. Whether wanton Poems, Comedies, 
Tragedies, Fables, ſpoiling Philoſophy, be 
not of the Foam of that Sea, which the 
Beaſt aroſe out of? | 

11. Whether the Lord, and his Works, 
which are Wonderful, be not ſufficient to 
take up the ſhort Age of Man ? 

12. Whether wanton Poems, Comedies, 
Tragedies, Fables, ſpoiling Philoſophy, be 
not of that Knowledge which puffs up, 
brought into the World, through the 
Breath of Satan's Bellows? | 

13. Whether wanton Poems, Comedies, 
Tragedies, Fables, ſpoiling Philoſophy, were 
ever kindled in Chriſtian Churches, before 
the old Serpent kindled them, by the 
Breath of his Bellows ? 

14. Whether laſcivious Poems, Comedies 
Tragedies, Fables, ſpoiling Philoſophy, be 


A 


not of that Wiſdom, which is Earthly, Ser.“ 


ſual and Deviliſh ? 15. 


E Sn 
rs. Seeing all the Treaſures of Wiſdom 
and Knowledge are in Chriſt, are they nor 
deluded who ſeek the fame at Ariſtotle's 
Mouth, or any other Heathen 2 
16. Whether wanton Poems, Heathen 
Comedies, Tragedies, Fables, Spailing Phi- 
loſophy, and Idolatrous Traditions, be not 
Dregs of the Cup of Abomination and For- 
nication, wherewith Kindreds, Tongues and 
People, were, and are made drunk ? 
17. Whether ſuch as teach theſe things 
in Schools and Colledges, be not the old 
Serpent's Cooks, preparing a deadly Diſh ? 
18. Whether ſuch as teach theſe Heathen 
things, be not eating the forbidden Fruit 
19. Whether it be not Idolatry tot? 
= That Mars is the God of War, Bacchus the 
"| God of Wine, Apollo the God of Wiſdom ? 
20. Whether Teachers of a Plurality of 
| Gods, be not Tranſgreſſors of the Law of 
el Moſes, and of the Goſpel ? EEE 
| 21. Whether God-fathers and God-mothers, 
el {o called; that vow that ſuch and ſuch Chil- 
dren, ſhall forſake the Devil, and all his Works, 
5. Pomps and Vanities ; yet concern themſelves 
re for their Education in laſcivious Poems, Co- 
re medies, Tragedies, Fables, ſpoiling Philoſo- 
phy, be Vow-keepers, or Vow-breakers ? 
22. Whether ſuch as are concerned in 
es Teaching wanton Heathen Authors, are 
be not concerned to keep that alive, which 
en. Chriſt comes to deſtroy ? : 
I | | | 23» 
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.. 23. Whether ſuch as teach Heatheniſm 
in Schools or Colledges, do not labour to 
keep the Sun and Air darkned by the 
Smoke of the Pit? 

24. What is the great Star, called Vorm- 
wood, which fell upon the Rivers and 
Fountains of Water? And what are the 
Waters made bitter, whereof many dicd, 
mentioned? Rev.8, | 


In Learning of Languages Wholſome, 
Sound, Savoury, Uſeful, and Neceſſary 
Matter being Learned, a double Advan- 
tage (as was faid before) accrues to the 


. 


0 Lerner. 


i 


I 288 5 
14 
as ” 4 


A vitiis puerum nil niſi pura decent, 
Virtutum dulces puer infunde liquores 
Et mores tas promet adulta bonos. 
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